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Friends of the 
Flying Fox
By Paddy MacDonald
Two UM forestry students 
make a life in the forests 
o f the Philippines, 
putting their knowledge 
and skills toward saving 
the flying fox.
COVER PHOTO BY TOM  MURPHY, FROM HIS BOOK, 
StlEN CE AN D  SOUTUDE: YELLOWSTONE'S WINTER 
WILDERNESS
THE MISSOURI IN HIS EYES
We  had been off the river a few hours, having accom ­
plished all the tasks of attaching 
canoes and boats to trailers and 
piling stuff-sacks in vans, all the 
time aiming at showers and the 
clean sheets of a Great Falls 
motel. I was saying goodbye to 
one of the guides. I offered that 
it had been a great trip. He 
smiled broadly and went one 
step further. "Wasn't it beautiful? 
It was so great to be out there."
Here was a man who had spent 
all summer on rivers in Montana 
and Idaho—not as a tourist, but 
catering to them. This was the last 
trip of the season and it was clear 
he could do it all again in a 
minute, damn the weather. There 
was no boredom, no fatigue, no 
guile. His face was ruddy with sun 
and wind and you could almost 
see the Missouri in his eyes.
I found it remarkable.
To love what you do and to 
enjoy each moment like you 
hadn't experienced the same sort 
of situation in different variations 
every way past Sunday is some­
thing like being both the giver 
and the gift. It gave the Be Here 
Now phrase new meaning to 
me— not the slippery New Agey 
chant, but a new hymn of aware­
ness, making the repetition of 
running the same river a sort of 
mindful redemption.
Back in Missoula, experienc­
ing the usual post-vacation blahs,
I thought of the guide. How does 
one achieve that sort o f work nir­
vana? Is it a personality trait? 
Perhaps a personality disorder? 
N o one should be that happy 
dealing with difficult people, 
sleeping under a tree because 
there's no time to put up a tent, 
rising early to start the coffee and
EMMA FANS
I enjoyed your article on Emma 
Bravo immensely.
I was born and raised in the 
small mining town o f  Tracy—  
about twelve miles from Great 
Falls and one mile from Sand 
Coulee. I met Emma in the sixth 
grade. I was a student at 
Centerville H igh  from 1935 to 
1939.1 had Emma as my teacher 
in Spanish and Algebra there.
After graduating in 1939, while at 
the University, I took a class in 
spherical trig and Emma substi­
tuted several times as my teacher. 
The prof told Emma he could not 
give me an A because I didn’t 
study properly. Emma convinced 
him otherwise.
I have bragged to many people 
about having the same teacher in 
grade school, high school, and col­
lege. Give my best to Emma.
My second claim to fame at 
UM regards the Mansfields. I took 
a class from Mike as a freshman. I 
roomed with his brother John at 
Corbin Hall as a sophomore. That 
year his sister visited the U and I 
had the pleasure and privilege o f 
accompanying her to the Foresters’ 
Ball. As you can see, I think about 
my days at the U often.
Mike Besich '43 
Laguna Woods, California
Thank you so much for your emo­
tional article about devoted UM 
veteran Emma Lommasson, who 
used to extend help not to 
Montanans alone, but to all for­
eign students. In September 1956, 
she was the first official I met at 
UM upon my arrival from Jordan. 
She looked after me until my 
graduation in 1959- As an ex-pres­
ident o f the Cosmopolitan Club at 
UM, I wish Emma happy days and 
good health during years to come. 
My last contact with her was dur­
ing her visit with ex-Dean o f 
Women Maurine Clow to Jordan 
three decades ago.
I retired after thirty-three years 
teaching, [and positions as} dean o f 
the college o f education and director 
o f education. I keep reading all arti­
cles written by my ex-professors—  
George Weisel, Royal Brunson, 
Maxine Johnson and others— hop­
ing I can meet a Montanan in 
Amman. With best wishes I remain, 
Atiyyeh Mahmoud '59 
Amman, Jordan
The Emma Lommasson article was 
a great story regarding a great 
lady. As with many, she touched 
my life.
I worked in the Lodge as a 
baker when my wife and I had a 
baby born with a birth defect in 
December o f 1971. Facing many 
financial issues, I went to Emma, 
who also served as the Veterans 
Counselor, in the summer o f 1972 
to see what benefits provided fund­
ing to help my growing debts.
Emma was gracious in her time 
spent with me. She listened and 
asked openly if I had considered 
using my VA education benefits. 
Working a sixty-hour week, the 
thought had never occurred to me. 
She asked if I did use my VA ben­
efits, how long it m ight take for 
me to obtain a degree. I responded 
“seven or eight years,” not imagin­
ing the validity o f my answer. 
Emma asked my age. I told her 
twenty-seven. She replied simply, 
“The choice then is yours. You can 
be thirty-five with a degree or
! SEND US YOUR MAIL
The Montanan welcomes letters to the editor. We ask that letters be 
signed and include the writer's graduating year or years when appropri­
ate, home address, and phone number or e-mail address. Send them to:
Montanan Editor 
315 Brantly Hall 
The University of Montana 
Missoula, MT 59812
Unfortunately, because o f spa ce limitations w e are not ab le to include all let­
ters sent to us. Letters that appear often are edited for length or clarity.
While universities are places o f discussion where p eop le o f g o o d  will do 
not always agree, letters deem ed potentially libelous or that malign a person 
or group will not b e  published. Opinions expressed in the M ontanan d o  not 
necessarily reflect those o f The University o f Montana.
Letters
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Editor's
thirty-five without a degree. You 
will still be thirty-five.” I contin­
ued to work my sixty-hour weeks 
and finished my degree program 
in June o f 1981.
Emma Lommasson embodied 
what educators are all about. She 
saw my potential and challenged 
me to reach for the brass ring. And 
when I had need, she nurtured me 
during my educational journey.
I have since managed several 
major university food service pro­
grams, two public hospitals, clin­
ics, and long-term care facilities. 
None o f which could have hap­
pened had not I received a degree. 
For those o f us you touched and 
guided, Emma, thank you. UM 
was a better place because o f you. 
Harold (Harry) Aubert '81 
Kennewick, Washington
SCORE ONE FOR BOTH 
IKE AND FRED BAUER 
I was very interested in the Fall 
2004 issue o f the Montanan, partic­
ularly the article on the smoke- 
jumper reunion. The article states 
that President Eisenhower, who 
christened the Aerial Fire Depot in 
1954, referred to the Forest Service 
as being part o f the Department o f 
Interior. Fred Brauer, the smoke- 
jumper chosen to give the welcom­
ing address for Ike, corrected him 
by stating that the Forest Service 
was part o f the Agriculture 
Department, not Interior.
Actually, both were correct. 
Forest Service headquarters and 
personnel are housed in the 
Agriculture Department, but its 
budget, upon which all else chiefly 
depends, is in the Interior 
Department.
I worked for a time in the 
Interior Department in 
Washington, D.C., and I learned 
I h°w this anomalous situation 
■occurred. In the early 1940s, dur- 
■ ‘n8 FDR’s third term, his Secretary 
| Interior was a controversial char- 
1‘acter named Harold Ickes.
Ickes was known as an “empire 
builder,” i.e., he was dedicated to 
expanding his department by raid­
ing other departments. O f course, 
it was necessary for the President 
to approve, or at least condone, 
such actions. But FDR was occu­
pied with WWTI and had more 
important concerns.
Taking advantage o f this, Ickes 
raided the Agriculture 
Department and took the Park 
Service to Interior. Next, he raided 
the Commerce Department and 
took the Bureau o f  Fish &
Wildlife. He then commenced a 
second raid on Agriculture to 
acquire the Forest Service. 
However, this raid was only par­
tially completed when incoming 
President Truman appointed a new 
Secretary o f Interior, one who had 
no interest in empire building.
At this point Ickes had already 
succeeded in transferring the 
Forest Service budget to Interior, 
but not the Forest Service head­
quarters. To this day, as best I 
know, Forest Service headquarters 
and its personnel are still housed 
somewhere in the vast Agriculture 
Department in SW  Washington, 
D.C., but its budget is still in
Interior in N W  Washington. As 
recently as a year ago I saw a tele­
cast in which a former congress­
man stated that he had served on 
the House Agriculture Committee 
for eight terms without ever hear­
ing any mention o f the Forest 
Service. So score one for Ike and 
one for Fred Brauer.
Ed Christensen '43 
Naples, Florida
Editor's Note: We checked on this so as 
not to include inaccurate information 
and found Mr. Christensen to be 
absolutely right. A call to Forest 
Service Region One in Missoula result­
ed in my talking with Judy Hewitt, 
finance management specialist for the 
region. She said, indeed the Forest 
Service's budget rests in the Interior 
Department. And she was happy to 
learn a little o f how it happened; it 
had been a mystery to her and others 
she works with.
KIND WORDS
The Montanan is looking great! 
N ice design and compelling fea­
tures. It keeps Cone} both interest­
ed and engaged. Good work!
Ken Ott, MJL '77 
Tujunga, California
cook breakfast for twenty, lugging 
gear up a river bank, then down 
a river bank, up a bank, down a 
bank. Even if the scenery is good  
and the air is nectar.
The attitude seemed to be a sort 
of acquired or chosen way of view­
ing life, I mused as I viewed the 
stacks of work on my desk. Then a 
fellow worker handed me an essay 
by Tom Robbins, who lamented 
what he saw as a tendency in 
today's writers to attach themselves 
to gloom, to write about the under­
belly, the dysfunctional, the neur­
otic. I looked around. My office 
definitely was gloomy and it did 
look like the underbelly of some­
thing—roiling with the flotsam from 
getting the last issue out.
Robbins suggested that society 
at large seems to value tragedy 
over comedy because grownups 
are supposed to be more serious 
and in our society "the tyranny of 
the dull mind holds sway." Now I 
know why comedies never have 
a chance for an Oscar.
What really is happening, 
says Robbins (Even Cowgirls G et 
the Blues, Skinny Legs and All, 
Jitterbug Perfume), a raconteur of 
the sublime, the ridiculous, the 
over-the-top, is a prevalence of 
narcissistic pathology—that 
despair works because "when 
one is unhappy one gets to pay 
a lot of attention to oneself." He 
went on to make a slam-dunk 
case for "wisdom that evolves 
when one, while refusing to avert 
one's g a z e  from the sorrows and 
injustices of the world, insists on 
joy in spite of everything." Crazy 
wisdom, holy fools, divine play­
fulness. All that stuff. Finishing the 
essay I felt I'd been whipped into 
a literary rapture.
It brought back the river 
guide. "Wasn't it beautiful? It 
was so great to be out there."
Hallelujah.
Joan Melcher 
M on ta n a n  Editor A&k
\ PHOTO (98(711)285) COURTESY O f  THE K. ROSS TO O IE  ARCHIVES, UMM ISSOU IA MONTANAN WINTER 2004 3
4 WINTER 2004 MONTANAN
J H I L  J
Thousands of alumni 
returned to campus 
for a record number 
of 2004 Homecoming 
events. Weekend 
highlights included 
the parade and the 
Montana Grizzlies' 
24-22 victory over the 
Idaho State Bengals.
.......extracredit.............
CHECKING OUT THE NEW "M "
If  you look closely at the “M ” on Mount Sentinel, you’ll notice an increased clarity.
The University landmark has a new whitewash 
ind a spanking new, foot-deep, maroon outline, 
thanks to UM’s Grizzly basketball team. The 
painting project is part o f a larger plan, accord­
ing to Head Coach Larry Krystkowiak. As part 
rf the coach’s team-building efforts, his players 
now live on campus and are making new 
friends, becoming more involved with 
University life— and giving something back. 
‘We know how supportive the students are for 
5ur team,” says Krystkowiak, “so we wanted to 
do a little bit in turn for them.”
Let’s take a look at the new M from closer 
range.
It’s hot, I’m still on Switchback One, and 
it’s taking forever. Is it me, or is the first “z ig” 
rf the trail a little— no, a lot— longer than the 
others? Buck up, girl, I think, and I forge on 
like a plow horse.
Passing a three-child family I stare in aston­
ishment. The mother carries an infant in a
The President's Corner
!o o  soon we forget what it means to embark on a new adventure. I have no doubt that the UM graduates who volunteer for the Peace 
Corps will never forget the experience. It strikes me as quite significant 
that a large percentage of our graduates accept the Peace Corps challenge, 
showing once again the capacity o f the Montana experience to prepare peo­
ple for engaged and meaningful lives. The University is included in two 
national rankings: The Princeton Review's listing of "engaged campuses" and Forbes' listing 
o f the ten "IQ Campuses." This is reflective of our effort to provide an education second to 
none. N o matter how much money we spend, w e can never equal the impact that such rank­
ings have. Moreover, rankings similar to these reveal something truly important about the 
character and effect of the education and the efforts of students to get the most out of the 
experience.
In my state of the University address in September, I invoked the old ada ge that the quali­
ty o f every experience depends upon the intensity of our engagement. This insight applies 
particularly to education and learning. In addition, as w e en gage learners in the process, 
w e no longer have to concern ourselves with either faculty or student productivity. N o doubt, 
everyone has vivid memories of at least one learning experience or adventure made indelible 
because o f intense engagement. At this University, we strive to achieve that objective in all 
w e do. See you soonl
G eorge Dennison '62, M.A. '63 
President
backpack. Her husband, with a red-faced tod­
dler riding his shoulders, urges the oldest 
child, a disillusioned towhead, up the moun­
tain, hollering “You’re almost there, Jeremy!”
In your dreams, kid.
The Rattlesnake valley yawns out in front o f 
me as I trudge up number four, and I sneak a 
look at the view before zagging onto five. 
Ahead, I see one o f the tra il’s two resting 
benches. On it— taking up all the room, I 
might add— are three young women in Grizzly 
T-shirts, chugging from their water bottles.
“Hello, ladies,” I say, in what I hope is a robust 
tone o f  voice. I surreptitiously blot my sweat­
ing forehead with a pink bandanna. Bench? I 
don’t need a bench.
Number eight and my quads are shakin’. A 
man and woman in their seventies, both carry­
ing varnished walking sticks, nod at me as we 
pass. Then a giant, bare-chested stork o f  a boy 
comes flying down the mountain, stopwatch 
clutched in his hand. Slow down, mister! For 
the love o f—uh-oh, here it is: the dreaded 
number eleven. Switchback 
Eleven is to M climbers like 
what “the wall" is to marathon 
runners.
Chuff, chuff, chuff. Whose 
bright idea was this, anyway? 
I’m muttering. The second rest-
UM's basketball team brightens up 
the M. The project w as the brain­
child of Bob O'Conner '49, who 
poured the first concrete for the let­
ter in 1968. He pitched the idea to 
President Dennison, and Coach 
Krystkowiak took up the challenge.
ing bench beckons like an oasis, and my plan is 
to fling myself onto it— until I notice a woman 
about my age fast-walking down number 
twelve.
“You go, girl!” she says, all hale-and-hearty. 
“You’re almost there!” You go, girl. Hmmph. 
Why is it that folks, the instant they’re heading 
down the mountain, become insufferably smug?
I’m on thirteen— closing in— and then, at 
last, fourteen. I can almost hear Rocky’s Theme 
wafting through the air. And there’s the behe­
moth, the M, bordered with its new, glossy, 
maroon stripe. Spectacular. Thank you, basket­
ball team. Go, Griz!
My spirits soar as I stand gazing at campus, 
nestled under a nimbus o f soft, multi-colored 
treetops. I could kiss the sky.
After tapping the M’s base for good  luck, I 
turn and head back downhill. At number ten I 
pass a pack o f  teenage boys; they look a little 
flushed. A grin— an honest, spontaneous 
grin— creases my face as I give the young men 
a thumbs-up.
“Way to go, boys!” I yell. “You’re almost 
there!” — Faddy MacDonald
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"ALLOW US TO TELL OUR STORY ..."
Amid all the hoopla of the Lewis and Clark bicentennial, it's refreshing to hear the voices of the descendants of the Indian tribes who were as responsible for the success of the Corps 
of Discovery as the members themselves. Without their food, shelter, and willingness to trade, 
the Corps would have perished in what they considered wilderness. Those living in these lands 
considered them "beloved homelands."
UM's Lifelong Learning Project has produced Native Homelands, an impressive documentary 
o f voices of all the tribes that lived along the Corps' route. The thirty-minute video provides a 
look at each tribe, opening with lush photographic stills of the homelands and chanting in each 
language; it features members o f each tribe who tell stories that were handed down to them.
Much can be learned from these voices; for instance, a member of the Chinook tribe talks 
of how Lewis and Clark "always were approaching the wrong people" in their attempts to 
trade. They looked for a male chief, when the women of the tribe were responsible for all 
trade. A woman of the Hidatsa tribe talks about images that show a woman carrying a large 
bushel of corn on her back and a man walking behind her. "They make the women look like 
slaves," she says. But what was really happening is that the man didn't carry the corn because 
he needed to be able to protect the woman and the corn. The women, however, "owned 
everything and were the traders for the tribe."
A member of the Blackfeet tribe talks about the tribe's reverence for the beaver because it 
was capable o f building its own environment and describes how the early hunting o f beaver 
by people o f European descent was a harbinger of what was to come. The video will be avail­
able for purchase from UM's Continuing Education program.
FROM BEHIND THE SCENES TO 
CENTER STAGE
11c was 1964 and music major Jude Irvin was siccing in che Universicy Theacre wacching a 
band rehearsal. She couldn’c help bur nocice a 
disgruncled scudenc moving up and down che 
aisles. He was crying co build a scage sec and 
che music rehearsal was definicely hindering 
his progress. Fasc forward forcy years and you 
will find char che chance 1964 meecing o f cwo 
School o f Fine Arcs scudencs has produced one 
o f che mosc well known cheacrical couples in 
che Norchwesc.
Music alumna Jude Irvin Thomson and 
drama alumnus Donald Thomson, MA ’66, 
have been encercaining Moncanans and visicors 
from all over che world ac che Bigfork Summer 
Playhouse since che summer o f 1964.
Alchough Don and Jude have spenc cheir 
years behind che scenes, on Sacurday, April 2, 
chey will be cencer scage ac che Universicy 
Theacre, honored as che feacured alumni for 
UM’s School o f  Fine Arcs fifth annual Odyssey of 
the Stars— A Celebration o f Artistic Journeys. A 
popular evenc beneficing che School o f Fine 
Arcs scholarship fund, che program feacures 
fine arcs alumni who have gone on co successful 
careers in che arcs, in concerc wich currenc scu­
dencs who dream o f such careers. Odyssey 2005 
will feacure UM and Bigfork Summer 
Playhouse alumni and more chan 200 ouc- 
scanding UM scudenc performers.




DRUM BEAT FOR A NEW CENTER
President George Dennison has articulated UM’s commitment to enroll more American 
Indian students since he came to campus four­
teen years ago. And efforts are paying off, with 
UM now enrolling the most American Indian 
students o f any campus in the state. Privately 
funded initiatives have emerged from many 
quarters to support UM’s American Indian proj­
ects, and plans are under way to build a new 
Native American Studies Center.
Construction o f  the center, to replace a 
1920s-vintage former private home that now 
houses Native American Studies, was author­
ized by the 2001 Montana Legislature. Among 
the first to contribute to the project was the 
family o f Terry ’63 and Patt Payne o f Missoula. 
Terry Payne says he hopes the family’s 
$500,000 gift will serve as a catalyst for 
advancing the project.
Jed Liston, assistant vice president for 
Enrollment Services, says having the center will 
help UM recruit native students. “We know 
that American Indians face tremendous adjust­
ment when they leave their homes. This center 
will help our recruitment and retention efforts 
by giving Native American students a welcom­
ing, supportive, family-like environment on 
the UM campus,” he says.
The project is clearly close to Dennison’s 
heart. “What makes this project imperative to 
me is that we are located in the heart o f Indian 
Country and have an obligation to make a dif­
ference for Native American students,” he says. 
Having a center will provide us a better foun­
dation for programs that benefit us all.”
The center is only one o f several projects 
aimed at allowing the University to incorporate 
American Indian traditions and culture in the 
educational process. UM’s College o f Arts and 
Sciences is taking a lead in the building proj­
ect, but each professional school also has efforts 
that encourage Native Americans to pursue 
their fields. Three schools recently received 
gifts to help in these endeavors.
The School o f Journalism received two 
S‘fts— $475,000 from the John S. and James 
L. Knight Foundation and $75,000 from the 
Ethics and Excellence in Journalism 
Foundation— to support Reznet, an online 
newspaper written by and for American Indian 
student journalists. In its third year, Reznet has
already distinguished itself, winning the 2003 
Native Media Award for Best Internet News 
Site from the Native American Journalists 
Association. Reznet has been fostered by UM’s 
Denny McAuliffe, an Osage, who is the first 
Native American journalist-in-residence in the 
country. McAuliffe previously was an editor at 
the Washington Post.
A former educator anonymously contributed 
$50,000 to establish a unique program for 
UM’s School o f Education to help Montana 
teachers incorporate Native American history 
and culture in their curricula.
The College o f  Forestry and Conservation
recently was approved for a $45,000 gift from 
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation for its Native 
American Natural Resources program, aimed at 
attracting American Indian forestry students 
through a culturally relevant curriculum that 
focuses on the relationship between Native 
American traditions and values and natural 
resource management.
Substantial funding also has come from 
Toyota Motor Sales and John ’84 and Kathleen 
Connors o f Medina, Washington, for American 
Indian Business Leaders, headquartered at UM’s 
School o f Business Administration.
— Kathie Nygaard
griz great
GOODBYE TO ALL THAT HOW DO YOU TURN A BEAR INTO A BULL?
Offer him some insider trading tips.
Tell him he gets to earn stud fees.
Explain how he can now have more 
fashionable piercings.
Describe annual junkets to Pamplona.
Tell him he can exchange the trash can 
for the trough.
Explain that he's likely to have lower 
cholesterol and better heart health.
Give him heavy doses of Red Bull at 
hibernation time.
Explain that riding the El is easier than 
climbing the M.
Tell him he can start a new streak against 
the Bobcats—the Charlotte Bobcats.
And, perhaps most enticing:
Now he can mentor the Cubs (but only in 
disguise— he'll always be a bear to us!).
UM's Monte has, for the third consecutive year, been named to the Capital One All- 
America Mascot Team. Vote daily for Monte online at http:www. capitalonebowl.com. 
Polls will close December 26 and the winner will be announced January 1, 2005, 
at the Capital One Bowl on ABC.
Our distinguished 2003 Capital One National Mascot o f the Year Barry 
Anderson has turned his once near-volunteer 
job as Griz mascot into a career. He signed a 
contract in August with the NBA’s Chicago 
Bulls to be Benny the Bull and left town, 
after training two new Montes in the tricks 
o f his trade. But we’re left with a haunting 
question.
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....... upclose.....................
FROM PRESIDENT TO PROFESSOR
Imagine a former university president who rides his bike to work and teaches a class for 
free. You might be imagining former UM 
President James Koch. Every Tuesday night 
Professor Koch can be found in Gallagher 
Building Room L04 teaching a class on World 
War II history.
Sitting in his office, packed floor to ceiling 
with books, Koch says that after moving back 
to Missoula two years ago with his wife, 
Donna, he wanted to thank the University in 
some way. He says he feels it’s a good thing for 
people to give o f themselves and their services.
Professor Koch with his d oss
Although the sixty-one-year-old Koch only 
dimly remembers the end o f World War II, he 
has a fascination with the connection it has to 
events facing the world today. “World War II 
was the seminal event o f the twentieth centu­
ry,” Koch says, adding the same types o f issues 
persist today that did then; Arab-Americans are 
facing hostility in America, similar to how the 
Japanese-Americans were treated during the 
war. Koch also teaches the class at O ld 
Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia, 
where he remains an economics professor. The 
Kochs now live in Norfolk full-time from 
January through June and Missoula the rest o f 
the year.
Koch was UM’s fifteenth president, serving 
from 1986 to 1990. While here, Koch 
increased enrollment, launched an extensive 
campaign to improve the University’s image, 
and increased the number o f student activities.
He resigned his position at UM to become 
president o f O ld Dominion, where he was chosen 
as one o f America’s 100 most effective university 
presidents by an Exxon Foundation study.
There are two things about teaching at UM 
Koch loves. H e enjoys the opportunity to open 
doors o f sophisticated urbanized education to 
students who have grown up in a rural environ­
ment, or what he refers to as virgin territory. 
“It’s really amazing how well University gradu­
ates do,” Koch says with excitement, “and most 
o f it is due to UM.”
Koch says he also favors the informal dress 
code at Montana; in Virginia he rarely is seen 
without a suit and tie.
The former president is impressed by progress 
the University has made in his absence. Even 
though he serves as a consultant for other uni­
versity presidents, he believes he should stay out 
o f focus regarding UM’s decisions. “Former pres­
idents should be seen and not heard,” he says.
Koch has lived in several states and-in 
numerous countries. But he likes Missoula best 
because o f the college-town atmosphere it pro­
vides. With the technological advances o f the 
Internet and improved air travel, he feels it’s 
quite possible for him to live and work any­
where. “We thought Missoula was the best 
place to be,” he says.







Washington • Oregon • Idaho • Utah 
Montana • Colorado • Wyoming
Each fall D.A. Davidson & Co. invests $900,000 in colleges and universities to give 
students real experience in investing and portfolio management. The schools share 
the profits, allowing us to contribute more than $252,000 to them since 1985.
The University o f Montana team earned a 9.22 
percent r e tum il and a $1,053 check — with this 
year's portfolio. That compares with 10.38 percent 
and 2.05 percent gains for the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average and Nasdaq Composite for the same period.
Congratulations to the UM students and their advisor,
Tim Kato, Vice President, Financial Consultant with 
D A  Davidson & Co.
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LANDSCAPE OF AN ARMCHAIR
A painting by abstract expressionist Willem de Kooning graces the lobby o f UM's 
President's Office. Landscape o f an Armchair, 
painted in 1971, is an example o f de 
Kooning's controversial Women series, which 
merged the female figure with landscape. The 
painting is on temporary loan to UM's 




August proved to be a lucrative month for UM scientists who, in collaboration with 
Montana State University, won a $13.5 million 
grant from the National Science Foundation’s 
Experimental Program to Stimulate 
Competitive Research, or NSF EPSCoR. The 
money, distributed over the next three years, 
will fond a multitude o f science projects at 
both universities.
Since the 1980s EPSCoR has been helping 
state universities and colleges to stimulate Big 
Sky research and the state economy. NSF 
EPSCoR funding has put 250 people to work 
across Montana, with 115 hires for UM-related 
research projects and 135 for those at MSU.
But it wasn’t until 2001 that Montana scien­
tists scored a big-money grant. Since then, the 
program has funded the work o f 964 students, 
seminar speakers, visiting scholars, and more at 
the two universities.
NSF EPSCoR also funds innovative pro­
grams such as Science is Cool, which airs on 
Montana Public Radio’s Children’s Comer, and 
Science Within Society, a lecture series held each 
.summer in Missoula. O f the $13.5 million, $9 
million comes from the NSF and the remaining 
amount from required matching state dollars, 
specifically, the Montana Board o f Research and 
Commercialization Technology.
A top-rate example o f how EPSCoR works 
can be found at Sustainable Systems Inc., a 
Missoula-based research, development, and 
commercialization company. Founded by Paul 
Miller, a UM graduate student in chemistry, 
the company came into existence as a result o f  a 
pilot project funded by EPSCoR. Currently, the
manufacturing plant converts used vegetable 
oil from UM’s dining halls— the bulk o f which 
is French fry grease— into fuel that powers two 
UM commuter buses.
The company now processes canola, mus­
tard, and other oil seed crops into biofoels. 
Miller and the Sustainable Systems’ vice presi­
dent, David Max, have begun marketing their 
biodegradable, non-toxic fuel to the agricultur­
al industry, the city, and the diesel-engine retail 
customers. Recently, they formed a partnership 
with Cenex and Sustainable Systems’ B-20—  
twenty percent biofoel and eighty percent 
petroleum— is available at both Cenex loca­
tions in Missoula.
And Miller has begun to diversify. “We real­
ized there are so many things you can make 
from vegetable oil besides fuel,” Miller says. 
“There’s motor oil, hydraulic fluid, soft greases. 
W e can really g o  far from here.”
The payoff, says Chuck Thompson, 
Montana’s NSF EPSCoR director, will be evi­
dent. Research and development companies 
like Miller’s will thrive and become an anchor 
in the state’s economic landscape. Blue chip 
companies, he says, will look to Montana for a 
talented work pool and as a place to do busi­
ness. Perhaps, Thompson suggests, with the 
help o f EPSCoR, a new state motto will be 
born: B ig Science Country.
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Kevin Furey'06
Kevin was enrolled in UM and a member of ROTC and the 
Army Reserves when he was called to serve in Iraq in 
2003. After eight months, the Missoula native returned and 
enrolled in the Davidson Honors College with a double 
major—political science and environmental studies—and a 
passion to "make a difference," which for Kevin meant 
running for the state legislature. He won his race and will 
represent Missoula's 91st House District in Helena.
Why did you enlist in the Army Reserves? Ic was a lot about serving my 
country and also my community. All o f  my life, my parents taught m e to 
g iv e  m ore than 1 take. It was just one way o f  d o in g  that;
What have you done outside UM that you're proud of? I helped start 
Friends o f  Two Rivers, a local M illtown and Bonner organization, to work 
on influencing the EPA and the governor to  g e t the dam  removed.
What is one of your priorities if you get elected? Making it m ore afford­
able for Montanans to buy Montana products. O n e example o f  that is the 
Farm to C o lle g e program, where University D in in g Services buys as much 
food as they can that is grow n and produced in Montana.
What would you like to take into your "next life"? A happy disposition.
What's the best advice you ever got? Life isn’t fair.
What surprised you most when you came to UM? Probably how involved 
everyone is in the M issoula community.
If you could light anything on fire right now, what would it be? My 
campaign finance report.
What one thing would you change about UM? More funding.
What's your favorite bumpersticker? Veterans for Kerry-Edwards.
Describe how you will have changed when you graduate. I’ll know a lot 
more, hopefully, about how the state governm ent works.
"Again, last night, the coldest place in the nation was by w i l u a m  k i t t r e d g e
West Yellowstone, Montana." That's a story we hear 
winter after winter on the nightly news, a kind of 
weatherperson's joke. It's all most American citizens 
know about Yellowstone in the winter.
Which is no doubt a good thing. Winter protects Yellowstone from 
the hordes o f recreational automobilists and bicyclists and tromping 
backpackers with their multicolored gear, all the cartoon tourists o f 
summertime. You and me and the kids, and Uncle Ted in his 
Winnebago, and sister Sue whose eyes are blue, everybody in pursuit o f 
a few sweet moments spent checking out a sacred remnant o f  what we 
persist in calling wilderness, even after the highways are built. Maybe 
two million visitors between mid-May and Labor Day.
And then the crowd goes home, leaving Indian summer for those
who live in the northern Rockies year-round. Along about the middle 
o f September the leaves g o  seriously into the business o f turning bril­
liant color along the Firehole River and the other fishing waters. And 
the trouts, the wonderful slick-bodied trouts, rainbow and brown and 
cut-throat and brook, hungry again in the cooling streams and given to 
lifting ravenously to suck down an ephemeral bit o f  feather tied hand­
somely to a barbless hook.
It should be explained that the hooks are barbless if you are an honor­
able person and only interested in a spot o f morning or evening sport.
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Some meat-eaters go  out equipped with a frying pan and a couple o f spuds 
and an onion, and com  flour mixed with salt and pepper in a little baggie.
And a lemon. Such persons plan to kill one or more o f G od’s living 
fish right there on a gravel bar, snap the spine and split open the tender 
belly and scatter the guts into the brush for the pleasure o f  raccoons, and 
wash the trout body in cold onrushing waters, and cook up in the twi­
light and eat with their fingers.
But much o f the time we are not that way. After all, we are the folk 
who had the good aesthetic sense to live here year-round in the first 
place. We simply feel it makes good lifetime karma to live in a place 
where on the evergreen mountain slopes, by early October, the tamarack 
turns golden, their needles falling through the perfect clarity o f  after­
noon light to litter the undergrowth along the trails like some detritus 
from heaven.
If that sounds romantic, excuse me. But it’s an old custom, our sim- 
pleminded xenophobic glorying in the world we have chosen to inhabit 
in our West. For good reason. Yellowstone is a sacred place, believe it. 
And it is sacred for reasons beyond landscape and O ld Faithful and even 
the great waterfall on the Yellowstone River. It is sacred for reasons that 
have nothing to do with our American pride in having at least tried to 
save some special part o f that fresh green continent our people found and 
overwhelmed with our cities and automobiles and survey lines. It is 
sacred because o f the ecosystem that survives there.
After the tourists are gone Yellowstone belongs to nature again, to 
the forests and the fungi and, most visibly, to the great animals, all o f 
whom are sacred. It’s the way many o f us would have it all the time. 
Fence off the whole damned works, some people say, and lock the gates. 
God bless them, the extremists, who would kick out everybody but 
themselves. And I’d be for it if such measures could save the grizzly, who 
is to my mind the most sacred o f  all. But that’s to my mind.
The damned old gorgeous, terrible grizzly bear. You walk in country 
where the grizzly lives and you are alert in an ancient way, let me tell 
you, and in contact with another old animal who walks inside you every 
day, trapped and trying to get out. W ithout the grizzly, on our nature 
walks, we’ve got nothing to be afraid o f  but ourselves.
In fall the grizzlies turn irascible as they ever get, absorbed as they 
are in the hustle for food, layering on fat for the long dozing winter. But 
we don’t mind their outbursts o f self-centered crankiness, most o f us 
here, so long as we don’t get hurt. What the hell, we say. You don’t tear 
down the Tetons because some climber fell o ff and go t hurt, or killed.
The seasons here are turning, and the thronging thousands o f animals 
are coming down from the high country. The bull elk are responding to 
hormones and bugling their echoing long cries through the forests, gath­
ering harems and breeding and rigorously defending their lady friends 
from violation by weaklings and youth. Soon they will be swimming the 
icy rivers and heading for their winter feeding grounds, mostly outside 
the Park, maybe 4,000 o f them go in g south to the National Elk Refuge, 
near Jackson Hole. Another huge herd o f perhaps 15,000 will move 
north o f the Park to the country on the west side o f  the Yellowstone 
River, beyond the Tom Miner Basin. The bighorn sheep are undergoing 
the same trials, the rams sniffing the air for signs o f females in estrus 
and running at each other like football players, head to head in heedless
combat, the crashing o f their collisions echoing among the rocky peaks.
The mallards and the Canada geese and all the other migratory water- 
birds gather into vast clamoring flocks and lift into the gray skies o f 
November, heading south. The trumpeter swan does not migrate and 
endures winter on such open waters as the outlet o f  Yellowstone Lake. 
The beaver stockpiles green saplings into his house for winter food, and 
the tim id tiny pika, down there between the rocks on some scree slope, 
gathers harvest grass to feed on through the winter.
And those few humans who live in Yellowstone during the months 
between November and March, the Park winterkeepers, they are drying 
mushrooms and canning peaches and stockpiling three-gallon tubs o f ice 
cream into their freezers. Envy them. Soon the first heavy snows will 
come, and the Park will be deserted, and they too will settle in, with 
War and Peace or Atlas Shrugged or some rugs to weave.
The snows begin to sift through the branches o f the Douglas fir, and 
the interior o f the Park is officially shut o ff to automobile traffic.
Imagine forty below. It’s colder than the temperature inside your 
freezer, and not uncommon when winter has come down on the Park like 
the hammer it can be. The first heavy snows roll in from the Pacific in 
great waves, as though they m ight g o  on forever in some inexorable end- 
of-the-world scenario. The plateau around Yellowstone Lake is over 
7,700 feet high, and the snow piles up five feet deep on the level. The 
heavy-browed bison plow along, sw inging their heads to sweep away the 
snow and uncover buried yellow grass. The coyotes prey on tunneling 
rodents who have come up for air, make predatory moves toward buffalo 
calves, and study the otters at their fishing, hoping to frighten them 
away from their catch. It doesn’t often work.
The cold is now sometimes terrible, and always there. W ind sculpts 
the frozen snow, and steam rises from the hot pools. The ice on 
Yellowstone Lake sings its music o f tension, the coyotes answering back 
on clear nights. Elk wade in the Firehole, which is fed by hot springs, 
and feed on the aquatic life. This is winter in the high northern Rockies. 
Things have always been like this, except for the snowmobiles.
My friend, Dave Smith, who was a winterkeeper in Yellowstone for 
six years, says the Park in winter is like a woman’s body, lovely in its 
undulations and dappled with secret places.
“Living by yourself,” he says, “you make a pact with trouble.” Which 
sounds like a way o f saying “death.” Some simple mistake, like a bad fall 
on cross-country skis, can kill you very quickly when the daytime tem­
peratures run to twenty below and the night starts to come in out o f  the 
east at four in the afternoon.
“But once you’ve settled your mind,” he says, “then you just g o  out 
there, and you find the warmer places, where some little steam vent comes 
up from the thermal. The ground is soft, and green things are growing.” 
Which is what he means, I guess, when he talks about secret places.
“Winter,” Smith says, “is a time o f  dreams.” A it
William Kittredge was director o f UM’s Creative Writing pro­
gram for many years. He is the author o f several books, including 
Owning It All, from which this essay was excerpted, Hole in 
the Sky, The Nature o f Generosity and Southwestern 
Homelands.
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MarcRacicot
Marc Racicot is probably Montana's most nationallyrecognized political figure today. But he is a conundrum.
Despite spending the better part o f  three decades in poli­
tics and recently leading President George Bush's reelec­
tion campaign, Racicot doesn’t view him self as a hard- 
edged partisan. N or does he see him self as a Washington 
insider, a political operative, or a top Republican strate­
gist. All o f  this, even though the Thompson Falls native 
recently spent a good  share o f  each week on the stump for 
Bush, is a ubiquitous presence on the national talk show 
circuit, and has been one o f the President s ch ief advisers 
for more than three years.
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Racicot was traveling with the Texas governor on an official trip to 
Israel when Bush decided to run for the presidency, and he was the first 
o f many Republican governors to support Bush’s candidacy for the 
White House. The two have been close ever since. So close that Bush 
called on him in late 2000— when Racicot was exiting his second term 
as governor— to set up camp in Florida to defend the Republican posi­
tion on the controversial presidential recount.
It is this friendship that pulled Racicot into the national spotlight 
and made him part o f Bush’s intimate circle. “I couldn’t do this for just 
anyone,” Racicot says. “This is very personal to me. It’s done out o f our 
relationship. It’s done out o f our friendship.”
The bags under Racicot’s eyes that deepened in Florida have soft­
ened now, but he still appears tired and has a few more gray hairs than 
when he left Helena in January 2001. H e’s been traveling almost non­
stop since he moved to Washington, D.C., three years ago, something 
he didn’t anticipate when he first took the challenge.
In January 2002, after just a few months in D.C., Bush tapped 
Racicot to run the Republican National Committee, a position Racicot 
held for just over a year. Then, in June 2003, Bush moved Racicot to 
his presidential campaign. First in a part-time capacity and later to 
fullti me. “There was no definition o f what was go ing to happen,” 
Racicot says o f  his tour o f duty with Bush. After three years, he says, 
I’ve learned not to make predictions.”
Racicot, joined by President Bush and Secretary o f State Colin Powell, speaks at a 
press conference in the Rose Garden.
It has been a whirlwind for the Montana native and one not without 
obstacles. Racicot came under fire when he first started at the RNC 
after he insisted he would continue to lobby Congress on behalf o f  sev­
eral major corporations while heading the GOP. Democrats were up in 
arms over the prospect, and Racicot later put his clients on hold.
While heading the RNC, Racicot stumped in forty-eight states for 
Republican candidates. Besides the lobbying controversy, Racicot 
earned mixed reviews there, with many Beltway insiders calling him 
too soft and prone to public blunders. Some argued that the former 
Montana governor was far too honest for the role and wasn’t tough 
enough with spin to be the party’s pit bull.
Others, however, said Racicot was doing exactly what Bush wanted 
and needed— presenting the newly elected President as a compassion­
ate conservative who wasn’t overly partisan or divisive. “What he was 
in 2001 and 2002 was a calming effect for Bush,” says Montana U.S. 
Representative Denny Rehberg, who served as Racicot’s lieutenant 
governor in his first term as governor.
Rehberg says Racicot has always held his composure, stemming 
from his early days as a star high school basketball player when he
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never wanted to lose his cool in front o f his then coach, his father. “I’ve 
always marveled at the fact that he could have hundreds o f angry con­
stituents come up to Helena and by the time they left his office they 
may not have agreed with him, but at least they understood him,” 
Rehberg says.
A Montana childhood, bringing with it a sense o f community, a sense 
o f trust, and strong personal relationships, gave Racicot the foundation 
he needed to thrive in D.C. “I watched my parents growing up,” he says. 
“They were so involved in their community, whether it was at church or 
school or community affairs. I got steeped in the notion that everyone 
was involved. So, I wanted to be involved, too.”
Racicot received his undergraduate degree from Carroll College in 
Helena, where he played football for the Fighting Saints, then moved to 
Missoula for law school. He left UM in 1973 with his law degree, a self- 
described average student. Racicot is quick to explain that his lackluster 
grade point average was not a measure o f the quality o f his UM educa­
tion. Rather, Racicot, says, he just wasn’t a brilliant student. But he 
made good use o f what he’d learned at UM in the U.S. Army, the 
Missoula county attorney’s office, and later the state capital, where he 
worked as a prosecutor— a career he spent the better part o f a decade 
pursuing.
The law school perhaps gave Racicot some o f his most lasting trade­
marks: a love o f delving into complicated issues and weighing them care­
fully and the predisposition to remain detached while making a decision. 
“The exposure to that quality o f education inspired me to pursue issues 
deeply,” he says. Racicot becomes reflective when he talks about Montana, 
and what he misses the most about his home state. Beyond the landscape 
that he can’t shake from his mind, it's the people: elsewhere across the 
country and in D.C., in particular, the people are more guarded a little 
more removed, and certainly quieter in their approach, Racicot says.
What he remembers so clearly about Montana are the numerous 
times he would get caught shopping at the Wal-Mart or eating at a 
Helena restaurant only to find himself surrounded by people wanting to 
tell him what they thought o f him and his decisions. And they weren’t 
always happy with the former governor. “I’m just not sure that’s possible 
in other places,” he says.
Racicot acknowledges some would naturally view him as a partisan 
insider these days, but the man Montana conservatives once lambasted 
for being too moderate and deliberative insists he hasn’t changed.
Racicot says that the age o f twenty-four-hour news cycles and a competi­
tive campaign environment— in which parties must immediately 
respond to one another’s attacks— paint him in an inaccurate light. “If I 
had a problem with conscience, I 
would state it,” Racicot says. “I 
probably appear to be more partisan 
than I am. But I am advocating the 
issues on [President Bush’s] behalf.”
According to Jim Lopach, UM 
political science professor, “despite 
what Racicot says” many Democrats 
now view him as a political hatchet 
man for Bush and the Republican 
party. “The bottom line here is that
Marc Racicot cannot honestly escape the label o f a partisan Republican,” 
Lopach says. “However, I think he is far more moderate, civil, and like­
able than some o f his colleagues.”
High-profile Democrats agree. Celinda Lake, president o f the national 
Democratic polling firm Lake, Snell and Perry, finds it somewhat 
humorous Racicot cannot look in the mirror and see a highly partisan 
Republican. She says, like it or not, as chairman o f the Bush campaign, 
R acicot’s role was one o f a politically charged figure assigned to attack 
Democratic presidential hopeful John Kerry.
Lake concedes Racicot worked well with both parties as M ontana’s 
governor, saying then “he had Democratic allies.” But, she says that if 
R acicot’s self-image now is one o f  a moderate, non-partisan figure, he 
needs a reality check.
Many people inside and outside Montana have anticipated another 
Racicot campaign, notably the possibility o f him challenging U.S. 
Senator Max Baucus, another well-known Montana politician. But 
Racicot— who spent eight years as M ontana’s governor and four as attor­
ney general— is (almost) insistent he will never run for political office 
again. “I would never say never,” he hedges in a recent interview. “But 
it’s hard for me to imagine at fifty-six years old, with all o f these chil­
dren and grandchildren. It’s hard for me to envision a circumstance in 
which I would run for office again.”
To run for office, Racicot would have to return home to Montana, a 
move he says is in his future, but probably not the immediate future. It’s 
been a while since he’s been back to Montana, and he rarely can catch a 
Carroll College or UM sporting event— though he checks the scores reli­
giously. Racicot admits with some sadness it’s been three years since he’s 
watched his brother Tim coach a Frenchtown H igh School football 
game.
Perhaps there is less personal draw to Montana now since his wife 
Theresa is living in D.C., too, and most o f his five children are spread 
across the country. Only one daughter, Theresa Rose, is still in B ig Sky 
Country. Even so, Racicot says he has “no doubt" about moving home 
sometime. Not that he has much time to think about it.
As President Bush’s campaign chairman, Racicot was on the road a 
good share o f each week during the campaign, coming back to 
Washington only to prepare for the Sunday talk show circuit. On any 
given weekend, Racicot says he may fly back to the nation’s capital on 
Saturday, wake at 6 a.m. to read the newspapers, and be at the studio by 
9:45 a.m. At 10:30, he’s taping a show and by noon, he’s already put in 
five hours o f work as one o f Bush’s most vocal advocates and policy 
defenders. That’s an easy job, Racicot says, because whatever the issue—
stem cell research, the war in Iraq, 
Medicare reform— he and Bush share 
common ground. “I don’t think he’s per­
fect,” Racicot says, but quickly begins 
ticking o ff a whole host o f  issues on 
which they agree.
Then, without missing a beat,
Racicot explains why he believes he and 
Bush connect on such a personal level.
He says they share mutual trust and 
Bush likes the way Racicot handles him-
"He's the guy behind the scenes 
you will never see writing a book 
about inner conversations on Air 
Force One. In this business those 
people are rare." —Denny Rehberg
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Racicot chats with a student following his Commencement 
address at UM in 2001.
self on the trail. “He told me he likes the tone 
that I bring,” Racicot says.
“He’s a utility infielder,” Rehberg adds. “H e’s 
got to be one o f the president’s closest friends.
Marc is his confidant. H e’s the guy behind the 
scenes you will never see writing a book about 
inner conversations on Air Force One. In this 
business those people are rare.”
Ed Gillespie, who succeeded Racicot as chair­
man of the RNC, believes Racicot can be parti­
san when he needs to, but does so in a “very measured, very kind” way 
that works for Bush. “It’s a reflection o f the kind o f approach to politics 
that Marc Racicot takes,” Gillespie says, adding that Racicot doesn’t 
subscribe to the idea that “to be effective you have to be w illing to 
throw mud."
Racicot says stumping for Bush nationally wasn’t all that different 
from his campaign experience in Montana. His focus was raising money, 
encouraging core Republicans to vote and reaching out to swing voters 
to convince them Bush is their candidate. “The scale is obviously differ­
ent, but when it comes to the operational dynamics there are similarities 
between the two,” Racicot says.
Racicot s position with the Bush campaign expired on November 2 
with the President’s reelection. When interviewed during the campaign, 
R acicot’s plans after the race were to resume his practice as a law partner 
at D.C. firm o f Bracewell & Patterson. He thinks about expanding the 
firm in the Pacific Northwest, nearer to Montana and the landscape and 
people he is most comfortable with.
Racicot may have other options, however. It’s widely rumored that he 
would be offered a position in a second Bush White House. Republicans 
and Democrats alike are convinced Racicot will land somewhere in a sec­
ond Bush Administration, perhaps as the next U.S. Attorney General, 
policy adviser, or cabinet secretary. That kind o f talk makes Racicot visi­
bly uncomfortable.
“If the president wanted me to do something,” Racicot says, his voice 
trailing off as if to change his thought mid-sentence. “It would be pre­
sumptive. I don’t see that happening.” Ironically, Racicot said those 
same words at the end o f  his term as governor when asked whether he 
would serve in a Bush cabinet.
The circumstances in 2004 may be ripe for R acicot’s advancement, 
however, since Bush w on’t have to worry about another difficult re- 
election campaign and appeasing all wings o f his party. “Bush will have 
a lot more freedom to govern than he did in his first term,” says Lopach, 
who has tracked R acicot’s career for years. “It would not surprise me at 
all that he would accept a high level position as a policy adviser.”
Racicot has come a long way from the days o f  leading Montana, 
which he left to mixed reviews and a divided state. While Racicot 
turned state deficits into surpluses and arguably governed from the mid­
dle throughout his tenure, one o f his final acts was to sign into law the 
controversial deregulation o f the state’s utilities that still has many 
Montanans seething.
"I got steeped in the notion 
that everyone was 
involved. So, I wanted to 
be involved, too."
— Racicot talking about his parents' 
involvement in the comm unity.
Lopach describes the deregulation law as “a 
cloud” Racicot left over the state, saying it was an 
unfortunate decision and no matter how he likes 
to remember it, he was part o f it. Racicot makes 
no apologies for deregulation or any other policy decision, although 
without giv ing specifics does admit “not everything I did was right.” He 
hopes his legacy is his approach, saying he will be remembered for “the 
character o f my service and the civility o f  it.”
None o f this is surprising from a man who arguably began politics 
with some ambivalence. Born into a largely Democratic family, Racicot 
was rumored to have debated his party affiliation before he ran for attor­
ney general in 1988. Racicot laughs now about his parents’ political ties. 
He describes his late father, a lifelong Democrat, as having been “evolv­
ing politically” over the years, even voting for Republican Ronald 
Reagan in 1980. “He admitted that in 1984,” he says. Asked what his 
father would think o f Racicot now, and his prominent national position, 
he again quips: “There would be special challenges, with him offering 
commentary if he were here.”
Racicot first ran for office at age thirty-one, setting his sights high on 
the Montana Supreme Court chief justice race. Racicot lost that bid and 
two more before he found success running as a Republican in the attor­
ney general’s race against Democrat Mike McGrath.
Racicot acknowledges now that when he sought the chief justice 
slot— with no experience aside from serving as a state prosecutor— he 
probably wasn’t ready to dive into politics. But he says he was angered 
by the direction o f the court at the time and wanted to try to change it.
"Many thought it was unwise to run. They knew it was a steep uphill 
climb, but I thought it was important,” Racicot says now, laughing. All 
o f his campaign experiences in Montana prepared him well for his role 
nationally, he says. Com ing to D.C., he says, “has been good for me” and 
he finds himself energized by the frenetic pace o f  the campaign.
At the same time, however, Racicot says he feels himself getting 
older, and as he does, he says the desire grows “to replace frenzy with 
sanity.” Leaving the state when he did, while difficult, was the right 
move, Racicot says now. He says it was time to let new leaders emerge 
and direct the state without his oversight.
“This has been an opportunity for me to catch my breath and gain 
perspective,” Racicot says. “It’s been good for everyone that I made this- 
transition so complete. It’s been good for me.” A it
Erin Billings, M.A. ’95, is a staff writer for the Capitol H ill 
newspaper Roll Call in Washington, D.C. Prior to her current 
position, she worked as a reporter for the Montana Standard in 
Butte and at the Lee Newspapers State Bureau in Helena, where 
she covered Governor Racicot for more than five years.
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VOLUNTEERS
IN TIME
A  UM  A LU M N A  FINDS PEACE CORPS TO BE THE 
TOUGHEST JOB SHE'S EVER LOVED— AT 60 .
BY LOUISE KRUMM 
PHOTOS BY KAREN RAMSEY Our Peace Corps veh icle lumbered down the dirt road to the small village o f  K idjaboun, where volunteer M eghan Gallagher and her soccer gir ls waited. Meghan had originally prom ised m e that her g ir ls club w ou ld  present a theater sketch on 
one o f  the many themes o f  the education and em powerm ent 
program : schoo l dropouts, forced marriage, ch ild trafficking, 
or HIV-AIDS. But the g ir ls wanted to  play soccer instead.
Earlier in the year, Meghan had responded to the soccer pressure by organizing a ten-commu­
nity girls soccer league in a remote area in western Togo. She “shamed” her friends and family in 
the United States into purchasing and sending her ten soccer balls and persuaded the shy female 
teacher in the middle school to coach. Now the girls had an opportunity to show their stuff 
before the directrice o f the U.S. Peace Corps in Togo.
A SOCCER MATCH
Hom e team advantage meant the visiting team had to begin  its ten-kilometer walk to the 
gam e site early that morning. After formal introductions and greetings, the game began. None 
o f the players had shoes or shin guards but Meghan’s home team sported bright green jerseys and a 
cheering crowd o f spectators. Their emboldened coach jogged along the sidelines shouting instruc­
tions as her baby, wrapped on her back, peered around the side o f her hip to catch the action.
The locals dominated, the school principal’s daughter scoring the winning goal. As the town 
cheered its winners, the losers began their return trek home under the mid-morning sun. 
Meghan’s pleasure over the victory was momentary; a new challenge emerged. She was go ing to 
have to convince the U.S. manufacturers to make good on their “two-year stitching guarantee” on 
the soccer balls, which had been worn thin after only six months o f  practice and play by enthusi­
astic young African girls.
My husband, Don, and I missed President John Kennedy’s call to join the Peace Corps when 
we were students at UM in the ’60s. Nearly forty years later, the Peace Corps beckoned. Don had 
retired from the U.S. Department o f State and was working part time on humanitarian and tran­
sitional development issues around the world, work he could continue from any country with an 
airport. I retired from Georgetown University in February 2002 and the next day entered training 
for a thirty-month assignment as the Peace Corps’ Togo country director.
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r Cook and Koranic School students (left); Louise and Don with UM volunteers Kassy Holzheimer 
John Sheffy (above); and village chief and local women at a school meeting
Peace Corps literature describes volunteer assign­
ments as “the toughest job you’ll ever love.” The slo­
gan proved true for this country director as well.
HOME IN ANOTHER LAND 
Let m e ge t you oriented. Togo is a tiny sliver o f a 
country in West Africa sandwiched between Ghana and 
Benin. Both our home and the office were located in 
Kodjoviakop£, a fishing village-turned-neighborhood 
in Lome, the capital. The job o f country director 
brought a refreshing management challenge. There 
were 140 volunteers and trainees to support, a local staff 
to manage, governmental relationships to sustain, an 
office complex, a health unit, and five transit houses 
throughout the country, as well as a fleet o f eight vehi­
cles to maintain. In short, my job was to do everything necessary to keep 
the volunteers productively engaged, healthy, safe, and supported in vil­
lages throughout Togo’s five regions.
Living in Lom£ naturally involved immersing oneself in another cul­
ture. But, unlike the volunteers, most o f whom live without electricity 
or running water, my administrative job had definite benefits. Our resi­
dence was a comfortable four-bedroom house overlooking a lush tropical 
garden. At tiny stalls along our streets, we could purchase plastic sachets 
o f hibiscus-flavored juice, peanuts packaged in discarded whiskey bot­
tles, locally brewed beer, badly burned fish, roasted plantains, varied 
canned goods, and even a small voodoo fetish. Market women stopped by 
the house each day with offerings in baskets— fish, fruit, and vegetables 
stylistically arranged like giant bouquets o f flowers.
Don quickly dubbed Togo “the land o f perfect posture” because o f the 
stunning carriage o f Togolese men and women. In Togo, absolutely 
everything is transported on heads— from school children’s book bags to 
fifty-five-gallon oil drums, irrigation pumps, firewood, water, PVC pipe, 
sewing machines, ceiling fans, and commercial goods.
During the hot dry season, the sand streets o f our neighborhood deep­
ened, and driving was reminiscent o f gunning our car through Montana 
snow drifts. When we became stuck there were no sand plows to help, but 
local kids knew they could get cent francs (20 cents) for a rescue operation.
VOLUNTEERS & THEIR PROJECTS
Managing the support staff in Lome was challenging and reward­
ing, but visits to  volunteers in their villages w ere downrigh t exhil­
arating. One o f my first trips was to visit John Sheffy, a UM graduate 
student in international forestry and a natural resource management vol­
unteer. John came to Togo through the Peace Corps and UM’s 
International Resource Management program. When Don and I arrived 
in John’s tiny village on Togo’s mountainous border with Ghana, vil­
lagers directed us down the hill and across the creek to John’s mini 
demonstration farm. John already had begun construction on what 
would become a garden, a tree nursery, a maize field, and a fish pond.
He was bien integre (well-integrated) into the region where he became 
known as the American who worked as hard as a Togolese. As villagers 
watched and worked beside John, they learned about sustainable agricul­
tural practices that included multiple-cropping, composting, organic
pesticide use, erosion control, and live fodder fencing.
By the end o f John’s two years o f service, he had 
helped his community establish an organic, shade- 
grown coffee business. Kuma Coffee was the best cof­
fee we could find in Togo. And the shaded habitat in 
which it grew helped protect the area from deforesta­
tion. John also worked with locals to establish poultry 
raising and bee-keeping co-ops.
To meet his UM requirements, he conducted a case 
study o f three participatory conservation and develop­
ment efforts. This will form the basis o f his master’s 
thesis, “Village-based forest management in the Togo 
Ghana Highlands.”
Togo Peace Corps volunteers are assigned to one of 
four programs— education, like Meghan; agriculture, 
like John; community health and HIV-AIDS prevention; and small busi­
ness development. All volunteers maintain a grassroots approach, working 
with community leaders, families, teachers, and youth to identify and 
develop sustainable projects that will improve local living conditions.
NOUR HARIRA
Volunteer Ken Spear was a natural for his assignment in the 
northern savannah outback. As an American Muslim, he had sought 
work opportunities in the active Islamic community in Dapaong, the 
regional capital. His hard-earned fluency in Hausa, the local language, 
earned him easy integration. Before long he was offering both his energy 
and expertise to help organize and support an association o f Islamic 
women, Nour Harira. Near the end o f Ken’s two-year assignment, U.S. 
Ambassador Gregory Engle and I were honored guests at the inaugura­
tion o f  a newly constructed Islamic Women’s Community Center. No 
one was excluded from the singing, dancing, and celebrating— not even 
the modest young women dressed in their conservative Koranic School 
uniforms. In Ken’s two years o f service, the association had expanded 
into a network o f more than twenty women’s groups that included 
weavers, teachers, lawyers, market women, and small business operators, 
all striving to improve the lot o f women in the Savannes.
A TRASH COLLECTION SYSTEM
W hen residents o f  Sotouboa asked volunteer Natalie Tabacchi for 
help in setting up a trash collection system, this high energy woman 
realized there was no better way to build community pride and improve 
health conditions in this town o f  22,000 population in central Togo.
Two thousand dollars from a Small Project Assistance grant provided the 
incentive and cash for the construction o f four trash-hauling pull carts, 
the purchase o f  uniforms— shirts, gloves, boots, hats, and summoning 
whistles— for the ten trash collectors, training for community members 
and collectors, paint for addresses on each dwelling, and the establish­
ment o f a collection and record-keeping system. That was the easy part 
o f  the project. Natalie was, after all, a business volunteer.
The hard part turned out to be mapping the entire town before the 
collection system could be established. Natalie and her counterparts vis­
ited every house, held community meetings to come up with names for 
all the streets, and painted blue numbers on each house.
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Last May I celebrated my sixty-first birthday at the inauguration o f 
the trash collection system. The mayor o f  Sotouboua and I tromped 
behind the handcarts as the collectors gathered the tiny piles o f trash 
neatly stacked in front o f nearly every house. Most residents along this 
Monday collection route had understood the rules and prepared for the 
collection. At houses with scattered trash the collectors blew their shiny 
new whistles, and the surprised occupants were issued stern warnings by 
the mayor. This program has become so popular that community trash 
collectors are now cheered as heroes when they walk through the market.
SAVING A WATERFALL
Whenever D on  and I wanted to be rem inded o f  our h ik ing days in 
western Montana, w e w ou ld  trek to the Cascade d’Akloa, where small 
business volunteer Elisha Moore-Delate and natural resource management 
volunteer Greg Parent joined forces to promote a magnificent waterfall. 
Greg worked with local farmers and guides to protect the drainage and 
rebuild the trail. Elisha worked with the village committee to establish a 
fee collection and accounting system, an advertising campaign, and a 
community management board. The success o f the project brought a 
dramatic increase in visitors and an accompanying spike in revenues. 
However, a two thousand dollar windfall to the community prompted 
significant disputes concerning how to spend the money, a challenge 
Greg and Elisha left for the community to resolve.
HOPE FOR TOMORROW
All volunteers in T ogo  include HIV-AIDS education in their work, 
but health volunteers in the northern “capital” o f  Kara have taken 
on a b igger p ro je ct as they strive to develop a systematic response to 
this pandemic. Volunteer Kevin Novotny, an epidemiologist, joined 
with volunteer Peter Davenport, a medical doctor, and volunteer Don 
Weaks, an architect, to help a small association o f people living with 
AIDS. The Association Espoir pour Demain (Hope for Tomorrow) had 
received funding to construct a clinic for people living with AIDS. This 
fledgling organization was overwhelmed not only by the construction 
project, but also by the challenges o f  building an association that could 
respond to the ever-increasing demand for effective services and support.
Using a team approach, Don has been able to oversee the clinic 
design and construction while Peter advises on medical care. Kevin
works with the AED association board 
to design programs that include coun­
seling, medical care, a food and nutri­
tion program, and assistance for AIDS 
orphans. The prospect o f increased sup­
port from the Global Fund drives this 
group to build the capacity to receive 
and administer funds that could one 
day include anti-retro viral medication.
As our tour neared an end, we wel­
comed our last group o f  Peace Corps 
trainees to Togo. Among them was UM 
graduate Kassy Holzheimer. Kassy 
completed her eleven-week training 
program and was sworn in as a volun-
UM AND THE PEACE CORPS
A continuing source of UM pride is the University's impressive turnout 
of Peace Corps volunteers. With thirty-five participants in 2004, UM 
ranked tenth nationally among medium-sized colleges, ahead of Yale, 
Notre Dame, and Harvard.
One explanation for UM's hefty numbers can be found in the 
College of Forestry and Conservation's International Resource 
Management program. According to Professor Stephen Siebert, the 
University's IRM coordinator. Peace Corps administrators initiated the 
partnership several years a go  when the corps found itself in need of 
volunteers who were qualified in the areas of wildlife conservation and 
health care. UM was one of several universities the Peace Corps chose 
to engage in the mutually beneficial exchange.
Once in the IRM program, UM students must complete an interdisci­
plinary core curriculum and additional coursework in a specific area of 
academic and professional interest. Next, they must embark on an 
international assignment. The Peace Corps is one of several choices. 
'The Peace Corps is popular among the IRM students," says Siebert, 
who adds that about seventy-five percent choose it for their assignment.
While in the corps, many UM students have effected lasting, positive 
changes to the countries they visited.
• Anna Moline served her Peace Corps time in Paraguay, where she 
became interested in teaching science using the vegetable gardens 
common in the country's grade schools. Seeing ways to integrate the 
gardens' scientific phenomena, such as photosynthesis, into the 
school curriculum, Moline put together a year-long series of educa­
tional manuals that are now used all over the country.
• While serving the Peace Corps in Bolivia, Verner Kruger documented 
the cost effectiveness of reduced-impact logging, identified and 
flagged future crop trees, and laid out road systems. His approaches 
to a new, improved logging system have been adopted in the 
Bolivian Amazon basin.
teer in August 2004, just days before volunteer and UM graduate stu­
dent John Sheffy completed his two years o f service and Don and I 
boarded an Air France jet for our return home to Washington, D.C.
As we sipped champagne and toasted our adventure, we drew up a 
list o f Peace Corps highs. We had dusted o ff our rusty UM-acquired 
French; we had lived among the wonderfully welcoming, hard-working 
Togolese; and we had been a key part o f  the support system that enabled 
hundreds o f Americans, including six Montanans, to learn about them­
selves, a very different culture, and the challenge, complexity, and 
importance o f  U.S. engagement in the developing world. AftA.
Louise Snyder Krumrn ’66 was director o f the Center for Language Education 
and Development at Georgetown University before her work with the Peace 
Corps. She plans to continue working in international development.




UM  STUDENTS FIND THEMSELVES THE "G O -TO " PEOPLE IN THE PHILIPPINES.
he cozy, redwood M issoula home where Tammy 
Mildenstein and Sam Stier now live bears little 
resemblance to the abode they shared for four years 
in the Philippines. O h  sure, a couple dozen w ild 
turkeys lurch and stumble around the yard, craning 
their wattled necks and casting beady-eyed looks at approaching 
visitors. But as for monkeys, flying foxes, and cobras— once 
Tammy and Sam ’s closer-than-skin neighbors— they exist only as 
memories and images on Sam s computer screen. Sam points and 
clicks, bringing up photo after stunning, exotic photo, while he 
and his wife reflect on their 1997-2001 Peace Corps experience.
STUDY IN ANOTHER COUNTRY
Armed w ith degrees from  Iow a  colleges, Sam and Tammy made 
their way to  Montana in much the same way other young peop le  
do: through their passion for the outdoors. Although their undergraduate 
work— Sam’s in communications, Tammy’s in electrical engineering—  
was unrelated to the environment, they’d both developed an interest in 
wildlife management. So when they looked at potential graduate schools, 
UM’s College o f Forestry and Conservation seemed a logical choice.
And their sights were broader still.
“We wanted to work in another country, integrate with another cul­
ture” says Sam. “We wanted to learn a new language and live with new 
people.” So they decided to apply to the college’s renowned International 
Resource Management program, which enhances academic study with a 
variety o f  international assignments, including a two-year stint in the 
Peace Corps.
BY PADDY MACDONALD
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After spending a year and a half completing the required coursework 
and specialized study— Sam’s in forestry, Tammy’s in wildlife biology—  
they began their Peace Corps service and soon found themselves on Subic 
Bay in the Philippines.
For one hundred years, the United States used Subic Bay as its largest 
overseas naval base. The base is surrounded by 25,000 acres o f tropical 
forest, which the U.S. Navy used for jungle training exercises and as a 
buffer between the base and the other island residents. When the Navy’s 
lease ran out in 1992, the land was turned back over to the Philippine 
government. By that time, the rest o f the island had been cleared for 
agriculture, and the base’s forested acres suddenly had a unique and 
increased value. The Filipinos, realizing their opportunity, decided to 
turn the land into a national park.
“They’d heard about national parks,” says Sam, “but they didn’t 
exactly know what one was.” Sam and Tammy’s assignment was to help 
the Filipinos conceptualize and build a park. “We had to convey to the 
people the concept o f managing areas,” Sam says. “They thought o f  a 
park as having entertainment, like rides,” Tammy adds. “They didn't see 
the forest itself as the entertainment.”
The Filipinos, who live in dirt-floored bamboo huts, decided the 
Peace Corps workers deserved tonier digs, so they ensconced Sam and 
Tammy in one o f the former Navy barracks, a cavernous, crumbling, ter­
mite-ridden Quonset hut that once held about forty servicemen.
THE COBRA
“We were in survival m ode,” Sam says. Virtually every item the cou­
ple had brought with them became encased in a green fungus within 
twenty-four hours o f  their arrival. Spiders the size o f  sewer grates 
stomped around the Quonset s interior, while troops o f  monkeys banged 
up and down the hut’s tin roof.
But those critters paled in comparison to the cobra.
During their first week in country, Sam and Tammy noticed a large 
snake writhing in a corner o f their hut. Together they approached the 
creature, which promptly coiled into a double helix and expanded its 
neck skin into a hood. “We realized it was a cobra,” Tammy says, “when 
it began to do its thing.”
The snake posed a dilemma.
“We didn’t know how to get rid o f  it,” says Sam. “We knew we had 
to kill it, or it would pop up again someplace else in the hut.” After dis­
patching the cobra with a machete, Sam went next door to the World 
W ildlife office, a local organization, to tell them what he’d done. The 
workers were horrified.
“The people were superstitious and felt that I’d put them in jeop­
ardy,” Sam explains. The office workers strongly suggested that Sam 
poke the cobra’s eyes out. Why? Because if he didn’t, the workers insist­
ed, the cobra’s relatives would find Sam and extol revenge— on him and 
the entire village. Sam, despite the menacing glances directed his way, 
declined, having had more than enough interaction with the cobra for 
one day.
Cultural differences between the two Peace Corps volunteers and the 
Filipinos surfaced in other arenas. “The most difficult thing for me,” 
Tammy says, “was that we were alone on the idea o f conservation. The 
people were used to fighting the environment— including trees, animals,
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Above, Tammy and Sam reassure a captured bat. Tammy was the first person to 
catch one of the bats live. Their work has resulted in the Philippine government 
agreeing to monitor the bats once a year. Below, Tammy ana Sam at home in 
Missoula.
weeds— getting rid o f it. Their thinking is 
different. We Westerners have the luxury o f 
preserving land. The hardest part was trying 
to sell the idea.”
Sam and Tammy quickly realized that the 
best way to change the natives’ awareness 
was to engage them, get them personally 
involved in the jungle, have them do hands- 
on projects.
Like, say, count bats.
A CONSERVATION ETHIC 
In a ten-acre section  o f  jungle, the coup le 
had discovered a 20,000-strong roost o f  
flying foxes— two-pound bats with six-foot 
wingspans, called foxes because o f their furry, 
vulpine faces. When not feeding on plants, 
the bats hang from the trees, looking to the 
untrained eye like overripe fruit or decayed 
leaves. The bats are hunted for sport and also 
because they supposedly taste good— “like 
chicken”— although neither Tammy nor Sam 
personally fried any up for themselves. A 
conspicuous roost, the site was already pegged as one o f several five- 
minute stops for the island’s official tour buses.
But, due to forest clearing and excessive hunting, the bats had 
become an endangered species. “Ninety percent o f the bats were gone,” 
says Sam. “We wanted to take all the stakeholders— hunters, managers, 
students, wildlife people— and show them that the bats are a limited 
resource. We wanted to educate the local communities.”
The couple began a bat-monitoring project and spent much o f  their 
time taking the Filipinos with them into the forest, where they observed 
the bats’ feeding habits and gathered and identified plants.
One afternoon, Tammy needed some help hanging nets in the trees, 
so she enlisted a group o f tiny, indigenous forest dwellers— people she 
knew had assisted the Navy with several projects. To facilitate the job’s 
physical demands, Tammy scrounged up all her available equipment—  
ropes, pulleys, machetes— and combined it into a heap. The forest 
dwellers stared uncomprehendingly at the pile. After a few seconds, they 
stripped down to their loincloths, grabbed the nets, and zipped, unaid­
ed, into the treetops. “I couldn’t have done it without them,” Tammy 
says, smiling at the memory.
Sam and Tammy found themselves a constant, conspicuous presence 
»n the area, and quickly became the island’s “go-to” people. A Filipino 
once brought a dead parrot to the couple’s doorstep, figuring they’d 
know what to do with it. One morning, a fisherman brought an enor­
mous sea turtle to them, asking for help saving the turtle’s life. The fish­
erman had already hauled the turtle to Manila and back, and by now, the 
reptile was dried out and near death. Sam, Tammy, and the fisherman 
hydrated the turtle, and found an appropriate spot to release it.
Then, still in their “turtle-releasing clothes,” Sam and Tammy were 
summoned to the Federal Express office, where a conference table o f 
FedEx “suits” asked their advice on bat control. One o f the flying foxes
had recently flown into a turbine, causing two 
million dollars worth o f damage to the airplane 
and endangering the pilots. Couldn’t Sam and 
Tammy move the bats somewhere else?
After convincing the FedEx officers it was 
possible to work with the animals and suggest­
ing a few re-routing options, Tammy and Sam, 
in their Tevas and muddy shorts, joined the 
neck-tied officers for a business lunch.
THE LOCALS & THE FOREST 
The island’s inhabitants proved  a con tinu­
in g source o f  wonder, humor, and joy. “The 
people were absolutely guileless,” says Tammy. 
“They were fascinated that we were white and 
assumed that because we were white, we had 
money. They’d wonder why we came to the 
island, when all o f them were trying to get to 
America. Volunteerism is a totally foreign con­
cept to them.”
“They were convinced we were with the 
CIA,” adds Sam. “Or that they were being paid 
millions o f dollars to be there.” Some, unaware 
that the two were a married couple, were certain Sam and Tammy were 
on the hunt for eligible spouses.
Each completed their masters theses on the flying foxes— Tammy 
focused on the bats’ habitat selection and Sam on their dietary habits—  
and both opted to extend their tours twice.
“It was hard not to be passionate about the forest,” says Tammy. “The 
forest was what sustained us,” adds Sam. “The tropical wildlife, the par­
rots, the monkeys— it was so alive it would just hum with life. The jun­
gle was like a giant, complicated clock. It was magical that way.”
Their involvement continues. Tammy recently returned from a six- 
week stay in Subic Bay, where sh e’s established an ongoing bat-monitor­
ing network. A few days ago, Sam received an e-mail from a ranger who 
found hunters going at the flying foxes with fish hooks and wanted 
Sam’s help.
Settled in their warm, book-strewn home, Tammy and Sam work on 
doctoral degree professional papers— his on tropical reforestation and 
hers on population biology— -while awaiting the birth o f their first child. 
The Peace Corps days may be over, but the work Sam and Tammy began 
goes on in their absence.
“For some Peace Corps volunteers, their experience is just a moment 
in time,” says Tammy. “We got lucky.”
Sam takes another look at a computer image o f a bat-laden tree, then 
clicks his machine off and gently folds the case. “It was an honor to be 
there,” he says. “Such an honor.”
Paddy MacDonald, M.A. ’81, is a writer and editor for the 
Montanan.
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If you know where someone is that has 
not received any information about the 
reunion, please have them contact 
Kelly or send their contact information 
to Kelly at the above e-mail address.
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by J. Kirwin Werner, Bryce A. Maxell, 
Paul Hendricks, and Dennis L. Flath
Amphibians and Reptiles o f Montana 
is a comprehensive field guide t o  the state’s 
thirty-one species o f  frogs, toads, salaman­
ders, turtles, lizards, and snakes. A helpful 
companion in the field, a fun read at home,j 
and a must on any naturalist’s bookshelf.
5.5 x 8.5 • 274 pages 
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YOUR TIME - YOUR PLACE
Academ ic departments team w ith Con tinu ing Education 
to o ffer a variety o f  conven ient evening, w eekend and 
on line programs. A sk for details today!
UMONLINE (Internet)
Library Media Endorsement Program (with UM^Western) 
MBA Foundation Program 
Master o f Education in Curriculum Studies 
Master o f Education in Educational Leadership 
Master o f Public Administration
BILLINGS 
A AS in Surgical Technology 
(with MSU-Billings, St Vincent Healthcare and 
Deaconess Billings Clinic) p  
Master o f Business A dm in istration^
BITTERROOT VALLEY 
Master o f Education in Curriculum Studies
BOZEMAN 
Master o f Business Administration
BUTTE 
A AS in Surgical Technology 
(with Montana Tech and St James Healthcare)
Master o f Business Administration 
Master o f  Education in Curriculum Studies
DILLON 
Master o f Business Administration-
GREATFALLS 
Master o f Business Administration^
HAVRE
H M astero fB u sin ^A dm in istra tion ^
HELENA 
Master jof Business Administration
KALISPELL 
Master o f Business Administration
MISSOULA 
Doctor of Education 
Master o f Business Administration 
Master o f Arts in Counselor Education
Extended Degree Programs, Continuing Education 
406.243.6431 edp@4Uso.umt.edu ' www.umtedu/ce/deo
UMOnline
Earn UM academ idcreditjfpnline 
UMOnline adds scheduling 
flexibility andeducaticnal access 
through the internet. For most 
courses, the sam e fee applies . 
regardless of residency- '
View the course schedules at-::
http://umonline.umt.edu 
Summer Spectrum 2005
Continuing Education features, 
an exciting array x5f courses 
designed for educational 
recertification,professional 
development, outdoor, learning 
and personal enrichment. Visit 
montanasummer.com 
an d  select: 
summer spectrum
For moreanformatjjon, contact: 
Educational Outreach 
406.243.6419 
m on tana-edu ca tion .com
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Summer Semester 2005
Revisit your alma mater, 
reestablish relationships, request 
your free Summer Semester 
catalog, and register for 
innovative courses today.
Join distinguished faculty and 
experience the diversity o f 
UM’s dynam ic 2005 Summer 
Semester. UM 's Summer 
t Semester prov ides avenues to 
^a cc e le ra te  degree programs, 
^ b e g in  advanced degrees, 
investigate dynam ic topics and 
explore new  disciplines. Enjoy 
L * a relaxed campus atmosphere,
I  .smaller class sizes and exciting 
ou tdoor activities.
For more information, 
contact Summer Programs at 
% :summer@mso.umt.edu 
or call 406.243.4470 
I montanasummer.com
_______________________________________     --tAONTAt.
EDUCATION
O P P O R T U N I  l i a l a
Th eP beeteS tey in
• Close to Airport, Shopping ^  
and University o f Montana
• Complimentary Breakfast Buffet
• Outdoor Hot Tub & Swimming Pool
• Meeting, Wedding & Banquet Facility
• Casual Dining & Live Entertainment at
m e & m n
1609 W. Broadway • Missoula, MT 






A p o s te r  ce leb ra tin g the prettiest 
cam pu s in th e country.
Also available as a  smaller horizontal poster.
A portion o f every poster puchased benefits 
the University o f  Montana.




Give your teenager a 
taste of college life!
The Schwanke Honors Institute, sponsored 
by the Davidson Honors College, is designed 
to give high school juniors and seniors an 
exciting academic experience. Students 
choose from among the following two-credit 
courses offered by three of UM’s outstanding 
faculty: “Creative Writing,” “Forensics: 
Interpreting the Crime Scene,” and 
“Approaches to Film.” Students will also 
hike in the Rattlesnake area and picnic at 
Seeley Lake.
For more information, please call the Davidson Honors 
College at 406.243.2541, e-mail dhc@mso.umt.edu., 
or visit our web page at www.unrt.edu/dhc 
APPLICATION DEADUNE: April I, 2005 
Some scholarship support available 
on the basis of financial need.
SUCCESS
starts w ith smart and reliable technology  
solutions from  Pyron Technologies.
• Expert IT Consulting
• Sophisticated Web Sites
• Connectivity & Hosting 
• Networking & Security
• Document Management Systems 
• State-of-the-art Hardware & Software 
.^^Custom-built Business & Web Applications
P Y R O W  T E C H N O L O G I E S
Smart IT solutions, reliable technology
406.543.9211 • 866.366.4241 • py ron tech n o log ics.com  • 228 W. Main St. • Missoula
Have the name o f  someone 
special etched in stone on 
The University o f  Montana Oval.
I f  you've 6een 6ad,
You deserve a Cump ofcoal in your stocking.
I f  you *ve 6een goof - very goof -  
you feserve a 6ric^
Centennial Circle Bricks - $150
Call (406) 243-2522 
or visit umt.edu/urelations/bricks 
(Bricks w ill b e etched in the spring.)
Class Notes are compiled by Betsy 
Brown Holmquist '67, M.A. '83. 
Submit news to the UM Alumni 
Association, Brantly Hall, Missoula, 
MT 59812. You may fax your news t 
(406) 243-4467 or e-mail it to 
support@UMontana.Alumni, org. 
Material in this issue reached our offic 
by September 24, 2004. Please contact 
UMAA with a ll name and address 
updates at the above addresses or phone 
1-877-UM-ALUMS. Read more 
Class Notes on our Web site, 
www. I] Montana Alumni, org
’30s
Walter P. Coombs '39, J.D. '41, 
serves on the Los Angeles judicial 
procedures and local government 
services county commissions and is 
civilian member o f the LAPD’s 
Board of Rights. Walter recalls his 
most interesting remembrance as 
receiving the Order o f the British 
Empire from Queen Elizabeth II.
’40s
' The 6oth reunion for the class o f 1941 
, will be held on campus May 12-14, 
i f  2005. Contact the alumni office for 
further details.
George G. Ryffel '41 visited the 
; Alumni Relations office this summe 
to begin planning his 65th class 
| reunion. The class o f 1941 decided t 
hold a 65 th commemoration when 
they met at its 60th reunion. George 
recently won six gold medals at the 
Big Sky Games in Billings. In 
[ October he competed with his World 
War II veterans basketball team at 
[ the Huntsman World Games in St.
George, Utah. George will also com- 
I pete in the 2005 National Senior 
[ Olympics and the 2005 World 
Masters Games. He and his wife,
Ruth Hugos Ryffel '42, reside in 
Arlington, Virginia.
’50s
I The 50th reunion for the class of 1955  
[j will be held on campus May 12-14,
I Contact the alumni office for 
% further details.
1 George Howard Vieith, M.A. '50, and 
I  his wife, Arlene Quackenbush Veith '48,
drove to Missoula this summer from 
their home in St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Their travels also took them to Hot 
Springs, where they taught school 
fifty years ago. “The main reason we 
drove 2,963 miles,” George writes,
“is because our granddaughter, 
Carolyn Veith, from Seattle, wants to 
attend UM in September 2005.” 
Carolyn and her parents met the 
Veiths on campus. “Carolyn dreams 
o f studying Russian and becoming 
one o f Colin Powell’s foreign services 
officers,” her grandfather reports. 
George was a Fulbright scholar while 
a UM student and attended the 
University o f Turin. He currently 
teaches citizenship classes to immi­
grants in St. Paul. "I tell them the 
first day that I am a descendent of
immigrants. I’m what their grand­
children will be. That’s what 
America is— a nation of immi­
grants.”
Keith D. Peterson '56 received a 
service award and special honors from 
the American College o f Osteopathic 
Sports Medicine this past spring in 
Boston. Keith remains a speaker, 
organizer, and mentor for this group, 
which he founded in 1973. He also 
continues as a consultant and physi­
cian to the Seattle Mariner Baseball 
Club and is the attending physician 
for many college and professional 
rodeos in Montana, including UM’s 
Rodeo Team. Keith and his wife, 
Marilyn Shope Peterson '57, own 
and operate the Emily A Bed and 
Breakfast in Seeley Lake.
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President 
Mary Ellen Cawley Turmell '64 
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Fairbanks, AK 
David T. Kearns ’68, 74 
Townsend 
Donald W. Kinney ’64 
Lakewood, CO 
Donalee Beary LaBar ’65 
Great Falls 
Marlee Miller ’85 
Riverhead, NY 
Mora MacKinnon Payne ’54 
Missoula 
Duncan A. Peete ’91 
Billings 
Geannine T. Rapp ’92 
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Patrick M. Risken ’81 
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Homecoming 2004, 
"Ringing in the 
Memories," celebrated 
fifty years o f  UM's 
Carillon. (Clockwise) The 
Jubes entertained at the 
Distinguished Alumni 
Awards celebration. Dr. 
Nancy Cooper, UM 
carilloneur, served as 
parade marshal. UMAA's 
House o f  Delegates held 
its annual meeting and 
gathered for a photo. The 
1954 Griz football team 
held a  50th reunion and 
rode in the Homecoming 
Parade along with 
President George 
Dennison and his wife, 
Jane.
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As I begin my seventeenth year as director of UM's Alumni Association, I feel it is time to reflect on changes at the University, the 
Alumni Association, and in my profession.
First the University. Growth in enrollment and out­
side funding has been incredible in the past two 
decades. When I attended UM in the seventies, the 
state provided seventy-five percent o f the cost o f edu­
cation, which meant that it was also providing the 
majority of campus operating funds. Now the state 
provides about thirty-five percent of the cost of edu­
cation and about eleven percent o f the total campus 
operational funds. Making up the difference are 
non-appropriated funds, including higher tuition, 
increased private giving, affinity royalty income, 
and research grants.
The Alumni Association has changed as well. In 
1988 the association raised $45,000 in revenue. The 
association raised more than $365,800 during the 
last fiscal year. Most of this increase comes from for­
mer students joining as dues payers, royally from asso­
ciation-endorsed programs such as 
the MBNA credit cards and AIA 
insurance, and income from the 
merchandise w e sell. This support 
is critical to our outreach efforts.
Homecoming, House of Delegates, 
commencement reunions, Community Lecture Series, 
alumni socials, tailgate gatherings, and Ask-An-Alum 
career mentoring programs are all dependent on this 
outside funding.
Changed as well is what I do as alumni director. 
Alumni directors now have to worry more about 
funding issues than what was originally considered 
their primary purpose—to connect former students 
with their campus and to champion the cause of 
education. Lost in this. I'm afraid, are the messages 
updating you on campus and critical issues facing 
education. I don't expect this situation to change 
soon, but it is certainly being discussed within our 
professional ranks. Through all o f these changes one 
thing has remained constant: Support from former 
students and friends is the only way to ensure the 
viability and growth of our great University. Thank 
you for staying connected to your school. AftA
INCOME FISCAL YEAR 2004
Royalties $151,136.00
Alumni Gatherings/Membership $113,975.00
Sales expenses, travel, etc. $50,947.00
Board and Legislative $49,754.00
TOTAL $365,812.00
EXPENSE FISCAL YEAR 2004
Operations $90,640.00
Alumni Gatherings/Membership $219,952.00
Sales expenses, travel, etc. $18,500.00
Board and Legislative $12,750.00
TOTAL $341,842.00
■ ROYALTIES





LI ALUMNI GATHERINGS/ 
MEMBERSHIP
■ SALES EXPENSES, TRAVEL, ETC.
■ BOARD AND LEGISLATIVE
60s
A. P. "Lou" Sullivan '62 was elected 
to the board o f trustees of Neumann 
College in Aston, Pennsylvania. A 
resident of Flemington, New Jersey, 
Lou is a founding partner o f Numark 
Laboratories in Edison, New Jersey. 
He and his wife. Hazel Wilson 
Sullivan '61, have four children and 
e,ght grandchildren.
Kenneth A. Willett '66, UM’s direc­
tor of Public Safety for twenty-eight 
years, is president and chairman of 
the board o f directors for the
International Association of Campus 
Law Enforcement Administrators. In 
April he will lead a delegation to 
South Africa to provide police and 
leadership training to more than 160 
public safety directors and their 
staffs. Ken and his wife, Eilene, have 
two children, Scott and Michelle 
Willett-Jarvis, and five grandchil­
dren. “All are aware o f the difference 
between a Grizzly and a Bobcat,” 
Ken writes.
Gary R. Christiansen, J.D. '67, was 
recently featured in the Kalispell 
“Rotary Record” for his years o f serv­
ice to Rotary, his role in founding 
United Way, and his involvement 
with the Chamber o f Commerce, 
Ducks Unlimited, and the Hockaday 
Museum of Art. Semi-retired since 
2000, Gary continues his search for 
the perfect salt-water fly fishing 
locale. He and his wife, Connie, 
spend summers at Flathead Lake and 
winters at Leisure World in Mesa, 
Arizona. They have one son,
Matthew, twenty-three.
Daniel P. Piute '67, Hayward, 
California, is president and CEO of 
Procurement Services Associates (PSA)
NEW HOUSE OF 
DELEGATES MEMBERS
Thirty-five alumni joined the ranks 
as Copper Level House o f Delegates at 
Homecoming this October. These 
volunteers w ill serve as Alumni 
Association and UM liaisons for 
three years—enjoying the cama­
raderie and connection that come with 
staying involved in UMAA. I f  you 
would like more information on this 
program, please visit our Web site: 
www.UMontanaAlumni.org or con­
tact Jodi Moreau at 8 7 7 -8 6 2 -5 8 6 7 .
Jim Bartell '63, Kildeer, IL 
Eric Botterbusch '87, Everett, WA 
Don Commerford '71, New Milford, 
NJ
Jen Cuaresma-Zellmer '98, 
Missoula
Beth Delany '02, Missoula 
Katie Dell '03, La Jolla, CA 
Tyler Disburg '03, Missoula 
Peter Donovan '87, Helena 
Caty Colberg Frazier '88, Spokane, 
WA
Gillian Glaes '77, Morrison, CO 
Corday Goddard '88, DePere, WI 
Sherry Halley '76, Henderson, NV 
Jim Hauck '90, Billings 
Cory Henderson '92, Great Falls 
Camila Hoff '03, Billings 
John Jawor '77, Winnetka, IL 
Chris Johnson '90, Denver 
Scott Jones '01, M.A. '02, Mercer 
Island, WA
Bob Keller '76, Pueblo West, CO 
Sean Kollenkark '98, Seattle 
Ken Lawrence '63, San Antonio 
Ted Lovec '73, Billings 
Keli McQuiston '00, Missoula 
Shannon Finnan Marr '96,
Great Falls
Kara McCarthy '00, Missoula 
Jeff Merrick '98, San Francisco 
Kelly Murphy '99, Oakland, CA 
Sharon Palmer, Missoula 
Lacey Rieker '01, Missoula 
Judy Rollins '62, Salt Lake City 
Jon Swan '03, Lakewood, CO 
Gary Swartz '72, Missoula 
Mary McClain Tromly '67, 
Frenchtown
George Weatherston '56, Fargo,
ND
Tom Wenz '98, Burbank, CA
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and Material and Contract Services. 
PSA provides technical support for the 
Iraqi electrical system rebuild project 
and contract administrator support for 
the Los Alamos National Laboratory 
in New Mexico. Dan travels annually 
to Missoula to visit his son, Chris, and 
other family members.
70s
Robert E. Munzenrider '70 is a new 
member o f the Viad Corporation 
Board o f Directors. Bob is a retired 
financial and operating executive, 
most recently serving as president of 
Harmon AutoGlass and vice presi­
dent and chief financial officer o f the 
Glass Services Segment of Apogee 
Enterprises. A trustee for the UM 
Foundation, Bob and his wife, Judy, 
live in Minnetonka, Minnesota.
Rose Miller 
Mueller '71 and 
Lom ie Mueller 
'74 met in chem­
istry class at 
UM. Montana 
natives, they grew up enjoying the 
legends o f gold, sapphire, and fossil
discoveries across the state. Rose and 
Lornie took up prospecting as a 
hobby, a passion that’s evolved into
their couture jewelry business, Lithos 
Jewelry, in St. Petersburg, Florida. 
Both are certified gemologists and 
certified appraisers o f personal prop­
erty and travel the world searching 
for gems and jewels. Their treks have 
taken them from digging in 
Montana’s Sapphire Mountains to 
diving for pearls in the beds of 
Manish, French Polynesia. An accom­
plished underwater photographer, 
Rose has completed more than 750 
dives. One of her many underwater 
shots, “Micky Toadfish,” is pictured 
above. Other photographs she’s taken 
adorn magazine covers and Web sites. 
The Muellers and their business are 








First in meeting your financial needs. 
School ♦ Home ♦ Mortgage ♦ Auto ♦ Refinancing 
Federally insured by NCUA
8 S
Proud of Our Past, Prepared for Your Future
2330 South Reserve ♦ Missoula ♦ 59801 ♦ 406-728-1790 ♦ www.mtTirst.com
Couture International Jewelry magazine. 
Rose’s mother, Vivian Zook Miller 
'65, and her husband, Frank Miller, 
built and ran the Cabin Bar in East 
Missoula for many years. Vivian has 
fond memories o f the college stu­
dents who frequented the Cabin. 
“Sometimes we’d give them a little 
party,” she recalls. “We’d put out 
tablecloths and serve my mother’s 
dill pickles and homemade breads.”
A schoolteacher for many years in 
Blaine County, in Glasgow, and at 
Missoula’s Willard School, Vivian 
currently lives in Lolo. “I’d enjoy vis­
iting with anyone who remembers 
me,” she says.
Michael R. Stevenson '74, M.M.Ed. 
'78, was named North Dakota’s out­
standing drama director for Class A 
schools for 2004-2005. Michael 
teaches high school choir and directs 
extra curricular drama in Dickinson, 
North Dakota.
Karin L Ekanger '76 earned her doc­
toral degree in educational leadership 
from Nova Southeastern University 
this year. Retired since 2001 from 
her administrative position in the Las
Vegas school system, Karin now 
works for Pearson Education/Scott 
Foresman Publishing Company. 
Dennis C. Bums '79 is an attorney in 
private practice in Dallas. He and his 
wife, Andrea, have a daughter, Blake, 
ten, and a son, Kieran, seven. They 
summer on Flathead Lake’s Finley 
Point.
’80s
John C. Baken '80, M.F.A. '90, fin­
ished his M.L.S. degree at the 
University o f Wisconsin-Madison in 
May. He is currently a 
reference/instruction librarian at 
Fontbonne University in St. Louis, 
Missouri. John and his wife, MB, 
have two sons, Augustus “Gus” 
Alfred Baken, six, and Clyde 
Theodore Baken, one.
Kathy J. Harowski, M.A. '82, Ph.D. 
'83, is an assistant professor at the 
Metropolitan State University School 
o f Law Enforcement and Criminal 
Justice in St. Paul, Minnesota. A 
licensed psychologist, Kathy teaches 
undergraduate courses in criminal
WHEREVER YOU FIND WHEAT MONTANA...
IT ’S  ALWAYS THE BEST.
The University of Montana "Farm 
to College Program” has made it 
possible to serve Wheat Montana 
Bread products at ALL U of M dining 
and concession outlets. It’s one way 
edtcation and Montana’s agricultural
community can work together to _______________
make Montana a better place. www.wheatmofltana.coB
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justice, advises students, and assists 
with career counseling. Previously, 
she was psychology services director 
for the Minnesota Correction 
Facility-Oak Park Heights.
David L. Masters '83, J.D. '86, 
Montrose, Colorado, authored The 
Lawyers Guide to Adobe Acrobat, pub­
lished by the Law Practice 
Management Section of the 
American Bar Association.
Tom Rogers, M.Ed. '84, is the new 
superintendent for the Shelby Public 
Schools. Tom previously worked in 
the Montana Office of Public 
Instruction, but arrived in Shelby 
after two years of teaching English 
immersion classes to third grade stu­
dents in Nakhon Si Thammarat, 
Thailand.
Larry J. Heidel '87, Los Angeles, 
received the 2004 Excellence Award 
from Walt Disney Pictures and 
Television-Worldwide Technical 
Services. Larry writes, “I have been 
project managing DVD authoring 
since 2000. Among my projects are 
the number one selling Finding 
Nemo, Lion King: Special Edition, and 
the new/upcoming releases of
Aladdin and Bambi. We produce 
DVD and VHS media in more than 
thirty-five languages, distributed 
globally. I am still an active freelance 
musician performing with area 
orchestras and music organizations.” 
Jacqueline R. Rhodes '88 is associ­
ate professor of English at California 
State University, San Bernardino. Her 
book, Radical Feminism, Writing, and 
Critical Agency, will be released by 
SUNY Press in December.
Daniel Lavon Carter 
'89, former manag­
ing editor at The 
Billings Gazette, has 
been named director 
of Government 
Relations and Publications at 
Montana State University-Billings.
’90s
Zoon Wood '90, M.S. '92, is direc­
tor o f Diversity Programs and a 
math instructor at Peru State College 
in Peru, Nebraska. A native of 
Vietnam, Zoon came to the United 
States in 1973-
Kelly W. Elder '92, 
M.A. '01, is teaching 
sixth grade social 
studies for the Helena 
Public Schools. For 
the past eight years, 
Kelly taught history, government, 
psychology, and economics at Fergus 
High in Lewistown.
Martin J. Kidston '97, a 
freelance writer and 
reporter for the 
Independent Record in 
Helena, has published 
From Poplar to Papua: 
Montana’s 163rd Infantry Regiment in 
WWIl. Martin used personal journals 
and diaries, news stories, and interviews 
with survivors to chronicle the experi­
ences of the 1,500 young men who left 
their Montana hometowns to fight in 
the jungles of the South Pacific.
Steven D. Nash '99 and Belinda J. 
Munday-Nash, Pharm.MD. '01, 
announce the birth of their first 
child, William Russell Nash, on July 
13, 2004. Steven is an elementary 
school teacher in Bozeman. Belinda 
is a pharmacist at Bozeman 
Deaconess Hospital.
’00s
Garrison K. Courtney '00, 
Alexandria, Virginia, is press secre­
tary for the Border and 
Transportation Security Directorates 
under Asa Hutchison, Department of 
Homeland Security. Garrison oversees 
media operations for the 
Transportation Security Directorates, 
U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, and Customs and 
Border Protection.
NEW LIFE MEMBERS 
The UM Alumni Association thanks 
the following alumni and friends for 
their commitment to the future of the 
Association by becoming life members. 
You can join them by calling 877- 
UM-ALUMS or logging onto our Web 
site: www.UMontanaAlumni.org. 
Annual memberships and payment 
plans are also available.
Brian A. Bertlin '92, Singapore 
Glenn A. Biehl '56, M.Ed. '61, 
Eugene, OR
Carol R. Boland '81, Irvine, CA 
Christopher M. Cavanaugh '99, 
Helena
M o t o r c y c l e  M o w #  
B o b o l e h e a d
Get Connected . . vStav Connected . . . UMAA
Watch for your
Free
U M A A  2005 
^  Calendar
(#2 ixi the secies)
HURRY? Only A few remaining. Available only 
“•rough your UM Alumni Association. All profits 
benefit UMAA's student and alumni programs. 
Hand crafted in durable ceramic. Hand painted 
■od boxed, 4 % " x 7" x 8"
Only $29.99. Free shipping.
The University o f  Montana
ALUMNI
A s s o c i a t i o n
Alumni Members get first choice.
Sold only through the UM Alumni Association.
tbflll MoiA/te 
^obblehead # 3 .
Shipping December 30, 2004
In addition to Monte Bobblehead 
dolls, give a gift o f  membership in 
UMAA to a new grad, friends or 
family this holiday season. Its the 
gift that celebrates their special 
connection to The University o f 
Montana all year long. Older a 
membership for yourself and 
someone special today, and get the 
UMAA 2005 Calendar free.
1 -877-U M-ALU M S  
www.UMontanaAlumni.org
M o i A t e
■ E > o b b l e h e f l d
(#3 in the series)
Only 1008 numbered Basketball Monte 
Bobblehead dolls will be available. Hand crafted 
in durable ceramic. Hand painted and boxed for 
gift giving. Cost is $29.99 (includes shipping 
and handling). Each recipient will receive a 
handsome Gift Announcement at time o f  order. 
Order today at www.UMontanaAlumni.org or 
1.877.UM ALUMS. Expected shipping date 
December 30, 2004:
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Kendah l Jan Jubb Spring Meadow 30x40" W atetcolor
Missoula’s leading contemporary fine art gallery
M o n t a n a G r i z z l i e s . c o m
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Contact your realtor or call 3 2 9 -2 0 4 0  for a Buyer's Information Packet
134 2004 MONTANAN
i I MMammHemts 1 .<
O u r  V i e w s ^ m ^ m m H < 9 o i ) ‘
StraightTalk onCharitable.GiftAnnuities
P A R T  T W O
Supplement your retirement income 
with Deferred Charitable Gift Annuities
• * * * • How do your investments stack up 
against the benefits of a $10,000 












50 65 11.9% $1,190 $267 $4,802
50 70 16.4% $1,640 $282 $5,638
60 65 7.3% $ 730 $288 $4,391
60 70 10.1% $1,010 $305 $5,275
65 70 7.9% $ 790 $327 $4,926
Benefits:
► Payments are guaranteed fo r life  and part of each payment is  tax-free.
► A Montana Endowment Tax Credit of up to $10,000 is  also available 
fo r certain transfers to charitable g ift annuities.
^  Flexible Deferred Charitable G ift Annuities allow  you to choose la te r 
when you want your payments to begin.
For more information on charitable gift annuities or to learn 
about other life income options through charitable giving, 
contact:
John C. Scibek, CSPG 
Director of Planned Giving 
The University of Montana scibekjc@mso.umt.edu
Foundation J51SS5
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THE GERMAN CONNECTION 
BY JULIE SCHWARTZ
UMAA ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
Nicola May and Udo Fluck
T T il If students and faculty will be 
IV * able to attend Germany's 
University of Potsdam, partake in its 
curriculum, and have their work recog­
nized at the University, thanks to a 
mutual education exchange program 
inaugurated in June.
To celebrate the agreement creating 
the program, the UM Alumni
Association held a gathering at the Kongress Hotel in Potsdam. 
Expatriate alums and native exchange students mingled with President 
G eorge Dennison, Jerry Fetz, dean o f the College of Arts and Sciences, 
Mehrdad Kia, assistant vice president for research and director of The 
Office International Programs, several faculty members— Harry Fritz, 
Marc Hendrix, Matthias Rillig, Bill Farr, Bob Hausmann, Lynne Koester, 
Jill Bergman, Albert Borgmann—and Udo Fluck of the Office of 
International Programs.
History Professor Harry Fritz entertained the group with his unique 
and humorous take on the Lewis and Clark expedition. Socializing went 
on late into the afternoon as alums and faculty traded memories and 
caught up on careers, families, and upcoming trips to Montana.
European alumni attending included Susan Framness '98, Markus 
Hofstetter '95, Peter Karcher '94, Henry Kiichli '94, Nicola May '95, 
and John Shreve '76. Alum Nicole Ritter '96, traveled from Prague with 
her husband, Chip, and her toddler son. She claimed they would have 
traveled even farther to attend a UM event in their area. AiA
NEW LIFE MEMBERS continued 
Vicky Lorenz Cavanaugh '98, Helena 
Gregory R. Fontana '02, Woodside, 
CA
Demitrios E. Itskos '03, Missoula 
Michael T. Jenson '72, Whitefish 
Kristofer P. Kloser '88, Seattle 
Thomas J. LaVoie '96, Dallas 
Bobbin Field Maki '62, M.A. '94, Belt 
Kenneth L. Maki '62, Belt 
Barbara J. McMorris '91, Seattle 
Barbara J. Mittal '63, M.A. '71,
Great Falls
Ralph Pomnichowski '66, Great Falls 
Jamie L. Rosdahl '03, Missoula 
David B. Rossetter '79, Gardiner, NY 
Penny Lehman Rossetter '79, 
Gardiner, NY
Carl A. Rummel '76, Missoula 
Kathleen BeU Sather '72, Havre 
Terry D. Sather '72, M.S. '88,Havre 
Michael J. Sparr '00, Reno, NV 
Rick J. Sullivan '89, Kalispell 
George C. Swanson '59, Pleasanton, CA
IN MEMORIAM
To be included in In Memoriam, the 
Alumni Association requires a newspa­
per obituary or a letter o f notification 
from the immediate family. We extend 
sympathy to the families o f the follow­
ing alumni, faculty, and friends: 
Marian Fitzpatrick Abbott '25, 
Bigfork
Martha Dunlap-Moore '28, Chicago 
Janice Johnson Walser '28, 
Greenacres, WA
Harriett Johnston Josephson '29, 
Missoula
NeUie L. Woodward '29, Sonoma, CA 
Olga Hammer Armstrong '30, 
Shoreline, WA
George "Bud" Grover '30, La Grande, OR 
Helen Maddock Hudson '30, Seattle 
Kenneth H. Davis '32, Billings 
Lucy Charlesworth Smith '31, 
Fenley, NV
Arthur B. Garberg '32, Great Falls
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IN MEMORIAM con tinued 
Charles A. G oodspeed '33, Seattle 
Virginia Connolly Stratton '33, Sun 
City, AZ
Margaret Johnson Edwards '35, 
Silver Spring, MD 
Leonard E. Nordstrom '35, Butte 
Dorcas Reach Northey '35, Missoula 
Ben E. White '35, Newtown Square, PA 
Mary Kohn Blastic '36, Missoula 
Arthur Deschamps '36, Seattle 
John Hosch Weaver '36, Poison 
Morris Farrell '37, Billings 
Dorcas Kelleher Zimmerman '37, 
M.M. '78, Hot Springs 
Hoy C. Cole '38, San Jose, CA 
Seldon Sherburne Frisbee, J.D. '38, 
Whitefish
Louise Voorhees Hoback '38, Billings 
Beverly 0. Knowles '38, Locust 
Grove, VA
Joseph Edward McDowell, J.D. '38, 
Missoula
Carl Edward Chambers '39, Salt 
Lake City
Ned N. Newton '39, Dillon 
Eloise Brown Waite '39, Washington, DC 
Lois W ilkinson Crippen '40, Butte 
Florena Gray Vinal Lowrance '40, 
Missoula
Frank Flynn '41, Great Falls 
Mary Jardine Hall '41, Butte 
Ole Martin Ueland '41, Butte 
Mary Quinn Yuhas '41, Stevensville 
Marjorie Hazard Ahlgren '42, 47, 
Hamilton
I. Robert Keller '42, Beaverton, OR 
Robert Neuman Baggenstoss '43, 
Choteau
Calvin P. Hubbard '43, Poison 
Anna Kretschmar Gage '44, Seattle 
Betty Beckham McChesney '44, 
Missoula
Dorothy Russell ZurMuehlen '45, 
Missoula
Donald R. Boslaugh, M.Ed. '47, 
Eureka
Oscar William Ayers '47,
Weaverville, NC 
Jay F. Shelley '47, Yuma, AZ 
James Anthony Dixon '48, Spokane, WA 
Thomas P. Durkan '48, Sun City, AZ 
Edith Derry Kelly '48, Billings 
Gerald John Salinas '48, Missoula 
H.H. Toby Wagner '48, M.Ed. '53, 
Missoula
Donald E. Cole, M.Ed. '49, Ryegate 
Francis E. Resler '49, Seattle 
Frank E. "Monk" Semansky '49, 
M.S. '58, Butte
Ommund B. Strand '49, Big Timber 
Margaret Allen Wirth '49, Riverside, CA 
Andrew Arnold Annala '50, Great 
Falls
Rhoda Junek Cummings '50, 
Missoula
Alex C. Morrison, J.D. '50, Plains 
Warren Charles Seieroe, J.D. '50, 
Sarasota, FL
Albert C. Cochrane '51, Bigfork 
Harold Floyd Ehret '51, M.Ed. '63, 
Seattle
Edward J. "Jack" Kiely '51, M.Ed. 
'55, Missoula
J. Michael O'Shea Regester '51, 
Pagosa Springs, CO 
Robert E. Bedard '52, Troy 
Birdie Virginia Gennara '52, Butte 
Louis W. Gundlach '52, Milton- 
Freewater, OR
Richard B. Smith '52, Asotin, WA 
John R. "Bob" Stenbeck '52, Butte 
Audrey Dobb Tangen '52, Reno, NV 
Carl Eugene Johnson '53, Cheyenne, WY 
Royal Lee Morrison, M.Ed. '53, Poison 
Dolores Lowry Snyder '53, Cody, WY 
Paul Vincent Stelsel, M.Ed. '53, 
Ettrick, WI
Dave A. Weistaner '53, Coeur d'Alene, ID 
Jay Emerson Howell, M.Ed. '54, 
Banning, CA
Margaret Dempsey Malee '54, Butte 
Neil Seward Keefer '55, J.D. '57, 
Billings
Anthony F. Keast, J.D. '56, Missoula 
Gordon L. Smith '56, Missoula 
Edward Lee Focher '57, Missoula 
Barbara Hofferber Olson '57, Billings 
Laura Lamach Steele '57, Hamilton 
Dale F. Lott '59, Davis, CA 
Nels A. Olson '59, Billings 
Gerald C. Young '59, Albany, OR 
Richard Allen Dillingham '60, 
Spokane, WA
Edward Matthew Johnson '61, 
Missoula
Clara Mohland Lizotte '61, Missoula 
Philip E. Roy, J.D. '63, Great Falls 
Richard "Boris" Bowman '65, Fortine 
Dale J. Staudacher '68, Havre 
Gary A. Langley '69, Helena 
Larry R. Smeltzer '69. Scottsdale, AZ 
Allen Richard Toftely '70, Frazee, MN 
Michael Edward Wren '70, Cascade 
John Michael Carey '71, Ketchikan, AK 
Linda Zimmerman Coates '71, Miles 
City
Leigh R. Dotson '71, Billings 
Nancy Kailey Thorne '71, Merlin, OR 
Don Harry Waylett '71, Bellingham, WA
Robert Claude English '74, Missoula 
Laurie Caras DeMarois '75, Missoula 
Robert Dobbins '75, Spangle, WA 
Margaret Norman O'Brien '77, Missoula 
Dwight Raymond Bishop '79, Butte 
Anita Sue Monk '81, Whitefish 
Robert M. Zundel '82, Anchorage, AK 
Michael S. Whiting '83, Hot Springs 
Paul Bad Marriage '84, Browning 
Bruce Edward Lee '86, Missoula 
David John Beresh, Ed.D. '88, 
Medicine Hat, Alberta 
Fred Unmach, J.D. '88, Lewistown 
P.J. Tomlin Topel '89, Missoula 
Milford C."Mel" Laubach, M.F.A/92. 
Missoula
Grant C. Simpson '02, Frenchtown 
Dallas Raymond Nelson '03, Kalispell 
Lucas Alexander Casady, M.A. '04, 
Stevensville
Gabriel D. Cabasco Cebrian '05, 
Seattle
Matthew Philip Thayne '07, Red Lodge 
Larry Gordon Burton, Missoula 
Jack Gordon, Missoula 
Katherine H. Haughey, Billings 
Howard F. Jourdonnais. Missoula 
Lee A. Paris, Mound, MN 
Wesley Neil Shellen, Missoula 
Walter S. Smith, Missoula 
Mabel S. Monrad Stilwell, Sandpoint, 
ID
Barbara Bowman Wainwright, Missoula 
Jim Wronoski, Huntingdon Valley, PA
BIRTHS
Auden Emery White to Paul B.
White '95 and Heather White,
March 31, 2004, Raleigh, NC
Thomas Maxwell Lurey to Brian 
Lurey '94 and Tracy Lurey, June 19, 
2004, Greensboro, NC
Mitella Olivia to Kara Christine 
Parris '02 and Stephen M. Gram 
'02, June 22, 2004, Englewood, NJ
Kaitlin May Nicholson to Kenneth J. 
Nicholson '92 and Ann Boyce 
Nicholson '04, July 2, 2004, Seattle
Gage Carson to Justin P. Sliter '97, 
M.ACCT. '98 and Jennifer Alcorn 
Sliter '98, July 26, 2004, Kalispell
Kalin Thomas Hicswa to Stefani 
Gray Hicswa '91 and Scott T. Hicswa 
'90, September 2, 2004, Wilsall
ALUMNI EVENTS
JANUARY 2005 
26-2/6 International travel, 
Panama Canal Cruise
FEBRUARY 2005 







5-13 International travel, 
Amazon River 
14 Alumni gathering, 
Palm Desert, CA
APRIL 2005
1 Deadline for DAA & 
Board o f  Directors 
Nom ination Forms
MAY 2005
9-25 International travel. 
Mandarin China 




3-4 UMAA Board o f 
Directors meeting 
12-24 International travel, 
Baltic Sea and 
Norwegian Fjords 
17-19 Resident Assistant 
Reunion, Missoula
I  For more information, call 
I  I -877-UM ALUMS or visit 
I  tvunv. UMontanaAlumni, org
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Luxury Condos
- starting in the $ 160’s - 
1,2, & 3 bedroom units available
theMONTERRA
at Whitefish
T h e M onterra at W hitefish, brand new condom inium s 
surrounded by all o f  the great elem ents o f  life. Four 
seasons o f  world class recreation and a luxury hom e 
with everything you want.
D irect access from the garage.
Located in the legendary four season playground, 
Whitefish, Montana.
Owners have full use o f  the clubhouse which offers 
a m ovie theater, fitness center, sauna, pool, a ch e f’s 
kitchen, and much more.
M inutes from Big M ountain Ski and Summer Resort,
8 6 6 .5 6 9 . 8 0 1 4
G lacier National Park and Flathead Lake 
N ow  taking deposits -
Ready for residency in early 2005
www . TheMonterra. com
D e y e l^ e d ^ B ro iv n s to n e  C ap ita l, Inc. .lli»faigoim6lewolion(saniyanarl(stsrandering,andoi(imensionscndfinistie5amappR)aiimale. TheanildescnpioasansubiBctlodiangetvMiaurnolice, end the seller reseves the right, in its sole discretion to make substitutions o f materials, equipment mid features of equal or better q u t%  value or utility'
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T he University of M ontana A lumni Association
^ J o n o r in q .  th e  cflad&ei
1 9 f5 5
1 9 4 5
1 9 3 5
W ay 12, 13 a J  14, 2005
I.877.UMALUMS
www.UMontanaAlumni.org
D I S T I NGU I S HED  
ALUMNI  AWARD
Nominate Someone Great!
Each year at Homecoming, The University of Montana Alumni 
Association honors outstanding alumni. Recipients of the 
Distinguished Alumni Award are individuals who 
have distinguished themselves in a particular field and 
who have brought honor to the University, state or nation.
The focus o f this award is career achievement and/or service to The 
University of Montana. Up to six awards can be given annually.
All University alumni and friends are invited to 
nominate a graduate or former student for this award. Please call 
the Alumni Office at 406.243.5211 or 1.877.862.5867, to request a 
nomination form or log on to www.UMontanaAlumni.org 
Nominations must be submitted by April 1,2005.
Join 8,000 o f your fe llow  a lum ni as a dues-paying  m e m b e r 
in The University o f M ontana A lum ni Association and receive 
the 2005 ca lendar FREE! This year's ca len dar fea tu res g o r g e o u s  p o s t c a r d s  o f The 
University o f Montana.
■eikerslip does single annual $40 • dual annual $60
Answer all the 'cam pus clues' correctly and b e  en tered  In a 
draw ing to  win one-of-a-kind prizes!
M em bersh ip in UMAA o ffe r s num erou s ben efits
• Invitations to  alumni even ts in your area
• A c c e s s  to  H om ecom in g  tick e ts
• A sea rch ab le  on-line d irectory exclu sive ly for m em ber s
and m uch  more.
G ive a gift o f m em bersh ip  in UMAA to  a new 
grad, friends and fam ily this holiday sea son .
It's the gift that ce le b ra te s  their sp e c ia l 
con n ection  to  The University o f  M ontana all 
year long. Order a m em bersh ip  for yourse lf 
or s om e o n e  sp e c ia l today at:
www.umontanaalumni.org 
or 1-877-UM ALUMS
s i i g l e  l i f e t im e  $ 4 0 0  • d u a l  l i f e t i m e  $ 5 5 0  ^ s o c i a t J o n








After the last issue, one o f our voluntary 
subscribers wrote in. Thank you so much for 
this magazine. Our son Brian was a student at 
UM and passed away just before his senior year 
in June 1991. We are able to keep up on his 
classmates through the Montanan. Thanks again, 
Donna and Joe Friend, Marshall, Minnesota.
Another letter to the editor included 
gifts to UM's business school and Mansfield 
Library. It's these kinds of people and these 
kinds of letters that keep us motivated to 
produce the best magazine possible for you, 
our readers. We value each and every one of 
you and want to thank you all.
If you haven't contributed and would 
like to help us out, send $15 or whatever 
you can afford to: Montanan Editor, 315 
Brandy Hall, University of Montana, 
Missoula, MT 59812.





A celebration 01 
Native American Pride 
on VHS or DVD. 
Please send $14.95 plus 
$4.95 shipping &  handling 
to: A. Accetturo
1131 Hellroaring Road 
Poison, MT 59860 w w ^ a r n e t h
S a t i s f a c t i o n  g u a r .
; | ) |j V
Coffees 6 r lea s
| G lacier Blend ~  Big Skyj Blend 1
in M issoula
Montana G old —btnceiQ
BUTTERFLY HE
232 N. H IG G IN S  A.VE. • M ISSOULA, M T  59802 
M ail O rder toll free 88B.y28.8y80
T-Shirts & Beer Stuff from 
Moose's Saloon in Montana!
FREE color brochure available 
Mooslly M ooses , PO Box 668, Kalispell, Montana 59903 
Phone: 1-406-755-6667 Fax: 1-406-755-9391 
Sh op  Online: www.moosessaloon.com
Time is Running Out!
Consolidate Your Federal Student Loans!
Cut your monthly payments by up to 58%.
Lock-in the lowest student loan interest rates in history!
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AQUAMAIDS
Today the Olympics sanction water ballet as a competitive sport. But in decades past 
UM boasted its own synchronized swim team, the fabulous Aquamaids. All were 
athletes, but what they did could best be described as performance art.
The Aquamaids organization spanned five decades in UM history— from 1927 
to 1964, with a few years o ff during World War II. And every year the current 
“maids” produced a pageant. The 1952 extravaganza, South Sea Paradise, (shown 
above) told the story o f five sailors who were washed ashore and entertained by the 
islanders— Aquamaids posing as birds o f paradise, native maidens, monkeys, war­
riors, porpoises, and princesses. Seated center poolside are the monkeys Eileen Polk 
W ilson ’53, Trout Creek; Betty Barbee Bender ’54, Nicholasville, Kentucky; and 
Sue Kuehn Schwetz ’53, Spokane, Washington.
The maids planned their own choreography, devised their own costumes— often 
elaborate headdresses and sequin-covered suits— turned the pool walls into stage 
sets, furnished their own music and lights, and wowed the crowds. In 1961 Peter 
Pan featured a crocodile and a flying entrance by Peter Pan, played by Sue Lintz 
Ives ’63, Grand Junction, Colorado— with the help o f a specially knotted rope and 
the high diving board.
Above, the 1959 Aquamaids present a 
routine from their show Tides o f  Time, 
the first production held in the new  
pool. Sculling their hands to maintain a 
waterwheel demanded strength and
patience; holding 
"ballet legs" and 
slow  descents under* 
water demanded timing 
and breath control. "We'd cut 
the cords off our nose plugs," 
recalls Kitty Van Vliet Meyer '64 
Medford, Oregon. "And I cut 
off all my hair to play Tinker 
Bell. But it w as worth it."
To the right, Aquamaid Eileen 
Polk Wilson is poised for a dive. 
She served as president o f the 
Women's Swimming Honorary in 
1952.
In 1953 the Aquamaids were coached by Magda 
Brueggermann, an Olympic swimmer from Mexico. 
Capacity crowds watched as purple clad swimmers, 
here shown gazing at white gardenias, prepared to 
swim their stuff to the strains of Deep Purple. 
Another popular number that year. Singing in the 
Rain, featured umbrella-carrying Aquamaids 
garbed in ankle-length plastic raincoats.
Many o f these coeds had set records for their 
high school swim teams before attending UM.
Many w ere lifeguards back home, or certified 
water safety instructors, and many still swim today.
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www.umalumnistore.com
The University of Montana 
Alumni Online Store
Visit The University of Montana Alumni store today. 
There you will find a full assortment of high quality UM 
Alumni merchandise such as Cutter and Buck, 
Callaway Golf, and Charles River Apparel.
M
ALUMNI
To view items and place orders please visit 
www.umalumnistore.com 
for more information please call 410.810.8862





Prepay your child g, college education Joday 
^^^afrac^Lcn of tomorrows prices witnthe 
CollegeSure®  529 Plan.
The Montana Family Education Savings Program 
is a unique, state-sponsored section 529 plan 
that makes it easier than ever to save for college. 
C ollege Savings Bank, program  manager, offers 
CollegeSure®  C D s  — certificates o f  deposit indexed 
to college costs and guaranteed to meet future 
tuition, fees, room  and board. And there are a 
wealth o f  federal and state tax benefits. In fact, 
Montana residents can deduct from state taxable 
income up to $3,000 per year ($6,000 joint) on 
program  contributions.
Check out these unbeatable features:
• CollegeSure C D s  are guaranteed to meet future 
tuition, fees, room  and board no matter how  high 
costs climb! And you r principal and interest are 
backed by the full faith and credit o f  the U.S. 
government up to $100,000 per depositor.
• Parents can retain control o f  the assets and obtain 
favorable financial aid treatment.
• Earnings grow  100% tax free and distributions 
are 100% tax free when used to pay for college.®
• Special gift and estate tax benefits make the 
program  attractive to grandparents, too.
• Any family in the U.S. may participate regardless 
o f  income.
• Use at any eligible college, university, proprietaiy 
o r vocational school worldwide.
• Start with just $250. O r  set up direct deposits for 
as little as $25 per pay period or $ 100 per month 
from you r financial institution. D o  it today!
MO N  TA N A
FAMILY EDUCATION SAVINGS PROGRAM
Call toll-free for an information kit:
800-888-2723
M onday through Friday, 7 am -  4 pm \\ r
The University ofMontana
M O N T A N A N







Change of address call 1-877-UM ALUMS
